
 

 

From the Superintendentôs Pen 

 Over the course of thirty-five years that I was a pastor in seven 

appointments and six districts I looked forward to the twin events of 

Charge Conference and the annual statistical summary with the same an-

ticipation of a visit to the dentist for a root canal. God surely has a sense 

of humor as evidenced by my appointment to the role of district superin-

tendent. Now it is my turn to inflict the pain of accountability by conduct-

ing over fifty such operations this fall. I offer these words of confession, 

seeking both forgiveness and absolution. In point of fact, I have diligently 

sought for ways to change the culture and form of these Charge Confer-

ences in the Charlotte District throughout these past six years. 

 I always become animated and engaged when events in the life of the church are intri-

cately connected with the theology of our historical faith. In the spirit of John Wesley, I seek to 

be a practical theologian and consequently feel that all we do in the administration of the church 

should emerge out of our biblical-based understanding of God. The conduct of Charge Confer-

ence especially fits into the arena of theological reflection upon the mission of the church and 

the equipping of Christôs disciples.  

 At Annual Conference Bishop Goodpaster articulated the theological framework for our 

tasks within the local church and set the tone and content for each charge conferenceðthose 

conferencing activities required by the rules of the United Methodist Discipline. Our Episcopal 

leader firmly believes that the administrative priorities of each congregation in the WNC Con-

ference should emerge out of our theological Vision Statement: we are the people of God whose 

central calling is to follow Jesus, make disciples and transform the world. Empowerment for 

making a reality of this ambitious vision comes from an infusion of the Holy Spirit into the cor-

porate body of our local churches. Without this source of power, our stated vision is wishful 

thinking, pretentious posturing, and vacuous verbiage.  

 We Wesleyans are Trinitarians. God is One Lord in three persons or forms. The power 

of God is especially manifested through the movement of Godôs Spirit within the corporate life 

of the local church. God the eternal Father is the source of all creation whose being is most 

clearly revealed to us through the gift of Godôs redeeming Son, Jesus. The crucified God who 

came to us in the weakness of this servant conquered death by dying; thus, God comes to us in 

the present moment with risen power in the form of the Holy Spirit. The power of God to trans-

form the world through the actions of his disciples in every era, consequently, is derived from 

the infusion of Godôs loving, redemptive Spirit. The power of God to transform the world 

through the actions of his disciples in every era, consequently, is derived from the infusion of 

Godôs loving, redemptive Spirit. The doctrine of the trinity is a statement of      (continued page 2)  
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eschatological hope, for we are drawn toward the future that God is always creating, and we know that, in all things, 

Godôs ultimate will shall ultimately become a reality. There is power in this Trinitarian understanding of the one God in 

three formsðthe power of three.  

 It was in this theological context that Bishop Goodpaster articulated visionary goals for our conference over the 

next three years: 300,000 total members in the Western NC Conference, 30,000 more people in worship, 3,000 mission 

teams sent both near and far away in the name of Christ, 300 resurrected churches (from stagnation and decline to life in 

exuberant mission), and 30 new faith communities by the conclusion of 2012. 

 Each Charge Conference will provide an opportunity for our churches to demonstrate how a particular local 

church will participate in making these visionary goals a reality. During a designated period of 30-40 minutes each 

church will have opportunity to share insights into how this community of faith plans to be a part of the future that God 

wants for the Church.  

 In candor we may need to confess during this time of sharing that little has actually been accomplished in evan-

gelism, mission teams, or programs designed to re-energize a stagnant church. But this may be an opportunity to project 

strategies for change. If we fail to plan, we shall surely plan to fail. If the bishopôs challenge has stimulated no response 

in the administration of your church, it is indeed time for scheduled periods for prayer and contemplation. When we have 

no hope in the future, we also have no power in the present.  

 Christian Schwarz, who heads the Institute for Natural Church Development, includes a curious gauge in 

the NCD inventory that asks the participants to respond to the statement, óThere is a lot of laughter in our church.ô He 

observes that there is a strong correlation of laughter in the halls of a church and the quality of a churchôs life. Vital con-

gregations are places of joy. I envision a time in which all our charge conferences will be occasions of joy, laughter, 

tears of inspiration, testimonies from changed lives, and the celebration of the powerful things God is doing in our faith 

communities. It is for this reason that I have scheduled my next dental appointment just a few days after our last Char-

lotte District Charge Conference. 

 

Grace and peace, 

George 
George Thompson 

Charlotte District Superintendent 
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Incoming Clergy Welcomed   

 On Tuesday evening of August 18, the Charlotte District Clergy Fellowship received the generous hospitality of 

the congregation of Simpson Gillespie UMC and its pastor Rev. Walter Pegues. The 

theme for the evening was Gilligan's Island and many of those in attendance wore 

south Pacific regalia, and all were greeted with colorful Hawaiian leis. Rev. Mark Lar-

son, Counselor with the Methodist Counseling & Consultation Services and President 

of the Fellowship, presided over the event and led in the singing of the  satirical lyrics 

of a spoof on the night's theme. The church served a delicious meal that would be a 

feast for anyone stranded on an island or a church in the Charlotte District. Guests 

included the following who were newly appointed: Sarah Kalish of Cokesbury, Tim 

Taylor and his wife Lisa of Purcell, Paul Milton of St. Mark's (Charlotte), A. J. Tho-

mas of St. Paul, and Tom Latimer and his wife Jennie of St. Stephen UMC. Each was 

introduced by a neighboring colleague. 

 In order to provide an insight into the Charlotte District's emphasis upon co-

operative ministries, several pastors of the district shared stories of passion and excitement. Charlie Rivens gave insights 

into how the South Tryon Mission congregation is in partnership with Myers Park UMC, 

providing a mutual blessing to all participants in the vari-

ous facets of these unique ministries. Sam Om and Nina 

Wynn provided the story of recent baptisms and confir-

mations through the intra-cultural mission that is devel-

oping at Cambodian Mission/St. John's. Augusto Caldera 

talked about the growing relationship between the His-

panic community of Agua de Vida and Memorial UMC--

a ministry enhancing the faithfulness of all participants. 

Ken Carter invited all to consider participation with mis-

sion teams to Haiti that have a thirty year history at 

Providence UMC--a connectional ministry of the entire 

church and not a congregational ministry of the initiating church. Ken witnessed to how 

this mission has transformed his family as he and Pam have engaged in several working 

pilgrimages to Haiti and the launching of a new school sponsored by the United Methodist Church. 

 The evening concluded with a blessing by our DS with an encouragement toward mutual supportiveness as we 

begin the joyous labors of an exciting fall in shared ministry.    

 

An excerpt from the eveningôs lyrics: 

 

 Just sit right back and youôll hear a tale 

 A tale of the faith-filled trip 

 That started from our conference shores 

 A one year mission trip   

 

 The DS was a mighty preaching man 

 The Bishop brave and sure 

 They sent their clergy out that day 

 For a one-year tour, a one-year tour 

 

 

 

 

 

Simpson-Gillespie serving the meal. 

Greg and Waneta Freeman (Cole 

Memorial) enjoy conversation 

with AJ Thomas (St. Paul). Sarah Kalish (Cokesbury)  and 

Barbara Mayo (Belmont: South 

Point). 

Fredrick Bowman (Plaza) 

with host pastor Walter 

Pegues (Simpson-Gillespie). 
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Charlotte District Clergy Fellowship Gathering, September 15th 

Dilworth UMCôs Langford Hall, 9:30 A.M. 

 

When the Executive Committee explored the purposes for each of our clergy gatherings this fall, the officers 

were very cognizant of the impact of the economic recession upon our churches and, consequently, our personal lives. 

The planners strongly felt that the central focus of our time together should address matters that relate to the stark reali-

ties of declining budgets, malaise within the membership, and a culture of blame that often accompanies these condi-

tions.  Some of our clergy are serving churches that are not performing well financially in these turbulent times, and they 

are suffering from issues of self-esteem or confidence, even when they are ministering at full throttle and doing the best 

they know how. In these times we clergy need one another and the voices of professionals who can provide encourage-

ment, insight, and inspiration. 

 Dr. David Carl,  Director of the Chaplaincy Department of Carolinas Medical Center and pastor of Big Spring 

UMC, will be our special guest on September 15th at Dilworth UMC . We shall begin at 9:30 a.m. with the serving of 

a light breakfast; so, do not eat a meal before arriving. Your clergy dues will cover the expense for the food.  In re-

sponse to the district officeôs request for a preview of his presentation, David wrote this: ñIn times of an economic reces-

sion and depression there is a direct parallel of a psychological recession and depression that tests our inner core. To at-

tend to the financial crises of our congregants and our churches takes a toll on each of us in ordained ministry. There is a 

ócostô that we need to manage lest we be managed by it. This presentation is intended to remind us of that Spiritual Wis-

dom that has no bounds except for our own beliefs.ò Dr. Carl has entitled his presentation to the clergy, Economies of 

Mind and Matter. Let us come to Dilworth on September 15th and support one another in bonds of covenant fellowship. 

 

Coming Attractions 

On October 22, beginning at 9:30 a.m., the Charlotte District Clergy Fellowship will meet across the river in 

Belmont at South Point UMC, with Pastor Barbara Mayo serving as our host. Our very special guest will be an ordained 

Presbyterian clergy, George Coxhead, a financial advisor with the Navigon Financial Group, Inc. We have asked 

George to give us insights into how to make the most of our clergy salaries. He has a great sense of empathy for his col-

leagues in ministry and considerable experience in giving financial counsel to our profession regarding investments and 

sound stewardship principles. One of the seven pillars of our mission as a Conference to be a people engaged in Christ-

centered transformation is a commitment to intentional efforts to shepherd the shepherds. This program opportunity is 

designed to address this relevant concern in the corporate life of all our clergy. As we become wise stewards of money 

entrusted to us, we serve our families and set an example as wise stewards of money within our congregations. We shall 

all benefit from the practical advice and financial experience of George Coxhead. Since our session will conclude near 

the time for lunch, the congregation of South Point will prepare a fine lunch (at a cost of $7) for all who pre-register 

through the Charlotte District Office (704-525-3395). Please make your reservations no later than October 16th.    

 

On Saturday, November 14th the nature of the Clergy Fellowship gathering will take a very different form but 

will be related to the mission of our district and conference to ñshepherd the shepherds.ò On this date the Fellowship has 

planned for a full breakfast/brunch meal (cost: $6.00) at Myers Park UMCôs Jubilee Hall, beginning with serving of 

the morning meal cafeteria style at 9:15 a.m. All pastors and members of their SPR/PPR Committees are encouraged to 

attend. Our speaker will be Dr. John V. Arey, an elder and colleague in ministry who is the Executive Director of the 

Methodist Counseling and Consultation Services. He will talk about ways in which this committee can more effec-

tively be a source of encouragement and support for the pastor and family. The Executive Committee has suggested the 

title, ñTurning Danielôs Lionôs Den into a Spiritual Support Group.ò Please share this announcement with your churchôs 

committee and plan to promote this affirming and helpful experience. This affirming experience will conclude no later 

than 11:30 a.m. We shall need your registration and checks for the meal at the Charlotte District Office (704-525-3395) 

by November 9th.  
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D.S. Preaches during Ken Carterôs visit to Liberia 

 On Sunday, August 9th, our Charlotte District Superintendent preached at Providence UMC at the invitation of Dr. 

Ken Carter. The services at the church this summer are each centered upon one of the Psalms; and, for the two services this 

morning, the assigned text was Psalm 90. You can reference all of the services of wor-

ship at Providence UMC by audio or video by visiting their website 

www.providenceumc.org.  Pictured here are triplets who were baptized nine years ago 

on Father's Day, 2000, when George Thompson was Senior Pastor of the church. They 

and their parents--David and Meredith Richie--were present for the morning worship. 

   At this time Dr. Carter was on special mission to Liberia as the Annual Confer-

ence preacher at this vibrant and growing United Methodist conference in Africa. Dr. 

Carter was also the graduation speaker at this year's commencement of the Methodist 

University of Liberia. He called on Liberians graduating from colleges and universities 

in specified career areas to avoid selfishness and share what they have achieved with 

their country for development. Kenneth Carter's message to the United Methodist Uni-

versity graduates on August 11, 2009, was anchored in biblical theology. He said that 

God gives to people, but does not share with those to whom He gives. He said what God 

gives an individual is meant to be shared with others who do not have and therefore Liberians should make better use of 

their careers to develop their country. 

 ñEducation is the illumination of the mind and Liberia has been in a dark time. It is only Liberians who can bring 

light to their own country.ò Dr. Carter also said it was about time Liberians thought of what they could do for their country 

and not what they could get from it. He said what an individual thinks about God is what he does with his life, noting that ñif 

a man thinks negatively toward God, he will always do things that will displease Him, and if good thinking he will manifest 

it by doing what will portray the true image of God that will positively reflect on his country.ò 

 

Bishop Robert Schnase leads Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations  

Conference at Providence United Methodist Church 
 

Throughout the fall of 2008, congregational teams throughout the Charlotte District prepared for the ñsharingò 

segment of Charge Conference by reading, reflecting upon, and developing strategies related to Bishop Robert 

Schnaseôs highly taut book.  This month we shall have a unique opportunity to meet and interact with the au-

thor.  Let all our church leaders know that on Monday, September 28th, Providence United Methodist Church 

will host a conference during which Bishop Robert Schnase, author of Five Practices of Fruitful Congrega-

tions, will introduce the power of Radical Hospitality, Intentional Faith Development, Passionate Worship, 
Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity.  Bishop Schnase will define these innovative 

practices and demonstrate why they are crucial to creating healthy, thriving houses of faith whose congrega-

tions have a richer relationship with Christ. 

 

This conference will take place from 9 am ï 4 pm and is open to both clergy and laity.  Register by sending your name and 

email address, along with a $10 fee made payable to PUMC, to:   

Carol Shinn, Coordinator of Servant Ministries and The Five Practices Initiative  

Providence UMC, 2810 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC  28211, 704-714-9365 

 

This $10 fee includes all teaching materials, refreshments, a copy of Bishop Schnaseôs book  Cultivating Fruitfulness: Five 

Weeks of Prayer and Practice for Congregations, and a contribution to an ongoing Providence UMC hunger initiative.  The 

deadline to register is September 17, 2009. 

 

For more information on Bishop Schnase and Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, visit:  

http://www.fivepractices.org 

For more information on Providence United Methodist Church, visit:  www.ProvidenceUMC.org 

Triplets:  Ben, Margaret Elizabeth, 

and Will Ritchie. 

http://www.fivepractices.org/
http://www.providenceumc.org/
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Around the  District  

Hawthorne Lane Youth Compete in  

Buckner Mission Man Triathlon  

 

 On Saturday, July 25, two relay teams from 

Hawthorne Lane UMC competed in the Buckner Mission 

Man Triathlon.  It began with a 750 meter swim, then a 

15 mile bike ride, and finished with a 5k run.  There is 

lots of preparation and training for this event and every-

one was excited.  This was the sixth annual Buckner Mission Man Triathlon 

organized by Front Street UMC in Burlington, NC.  There were approxi-

mately 600 individuals that participated and whatever the church receives 

beyond expense goes toward missions.  They have raised over $200,000 and 

built several Habitat houses.   

 The top four church teams also receive funds for missions: First place  

$1,500, Second place $1,000, Third place $500, and Fourth place $300.  Teams receive 3 minutes off their time for every 

female participant.  If you can talk your pastor into participating the teams receives an additional 3 minutes.  Ironically, 

both Hawthorne Lane teams finished at approximately the same time - 1 hour, 33 minutesðseparated only by 11 sec-

onds.  However, my participation as pastor took an additional 3 minutes off our total time and tied one of teams for 

fourth place.  The $300 will be used for our Youth Mission Trip next summer.  

 I encourage more churches to organize teams and participate.  It not only feels great to accomplish a triathlon, 

but it feels awesome as a team and knowing the money benefits missions.  Only one person out of the six had ever par-

ticipated in a triathlon and now after completing once, everyone wants to come back next year.  They even want to bring 

more teams.  God Bless - Pastor Mike Carr, Hawthorne Lane Associate  

 

 

Back to School 

One of the ministries of Dilworth UMC is their adoption of Reid Park Elementary. Mem-

bers of the church volunteer as mentors, provide clothing and classroom supplies, and 

conduct on-going prayers for the students, teachers and administrators. On August 30th 

Dilworth UMC greeted Mary Sturge, principle of Reid Park Elementary, Stephanie Wil-

liams, the assistant principal, along with many teachers from the school. A marvelously 

creative "Back to School Litany" was a component of worship. Rev. Ben Devoid focused 

upon the message of Deuteronomy 4 in order to illustrate how an aging Moses used the 

law to provide boundaries of discipline as a form grace for a liberated life in the Sinai wil-

derness. He told of an elementary school teacher in his childhood whom he both feared 

and loved who guided him into a life of liberating joy through the discipline of  learning. 

Intercessory prayers centered upon all schools in the city of Charlotte and especially the 

needs of Reid Park Elementary. All the music planned by Bob Prichard, Ben Devoid and 

the worship team addressed this theme--especially the baptismal response, "Child of 

Blessing, Child of Promise." 

Rev. Rhonda Hermann, Minister 

of Education at Dilworth UMC, 

is surrounded by children and 

teachers as she leads the church 

in special prayers for the Reid 

Park Elementary School. 

Left to right: Emily Turner, Alecia Johnson, 

Becky Turner, Lainey Johnson, Associate Pas-

tor Mike Carr, and Stuart Higdon. 


