
From the Heart of Your District Superintendent 
 This summer has been unique for me, primarily because I have continued to 
give personal focus to my physical recovery following a successful cardiac bi-
pass surgery and the regiment of physical therapy. This was the first Annual 
Conference at Lake Junaluska that I have missed attending since 1967, the 
year of my ordination as a probationer. When Lawrence McCleskey visited me 
at home soon after this year’s session, he reported that a person in good health 
would have found the experience in early June to be oppressive due to the ex-

cessive heat. Even our lovely North Carolina mountains are adversely affected by global warm-
ing and extreme humidity. As a result of my circumstantial absence, I discovered two realities: 
first, the business of the Annual Conference proceeds very well without my habitation in Stuart 
Auditorium; and second. I severely missed the fellowship and camaraderie of this United Meth-
odist faith family gathering. 

 Beginning in July I began to maintain office hours and listening to bio-feedback mes-
sages when tired. I was able to attend the Southeast Jurisdictional Conference, witness the elec-
tion of Paul Leeland, affirm Lawrence McCleskey’s retirement, and greet Larry Goodpaster fol-
lowing his appointment to the Charlotte area. 

  As I have returned to a more accelerated scheduled in late summer, I have felt some fear 
and trepidation due to unfinished agenda, unanswered e-mails and letters, and a plethora of par-
ish concerns facing me. But I have also experienced the extraordinary grace of understanding 
pastors and compassionate laity who have enfolded me in the security of intercessory prayers 
and innumerable caring communications. Thus, I enter the fall schedule with confidence and 
renewed physical strength. 

  We are really a new district; so, I want all of us to acknowledge the uniqueness and po-
tential value of our connectivity. I appeal to all our clergy—pastors, associate pastors, both eld-
ers and deacons, and those in extension ministries—to take greater personal responsibility for 
participation in district-wide events. The Charlotte District is now far more geographically 
compact. We shall not be holding a lay rally in Denver or an educational event at Davidson 
UMC. Our newest congregations are the nearby churches in Belmont and Mount Holly—
practically suburbs of metropolitan Charlotte. 

  The clergy that plugged into the Charlotte District Retreat on September 9th at the 
Starrett Farmhouse experienced a fabulous “day apart.” This event was planed last spring by 
your district officers in the interest of providing an atmosphere whereby the clergy of a new dis-
trict could forge new friendships and experience a more profound spiritual connection with fa-
miliar colleagues. 

  Make a special effort also to come to the “Clergy Welcome” at Simpson-Gillespie on 
September 18th. Your clergy officers have planned for an evening of humorous games and 
lively introductions. The laity of Simpson-Gillespie will 
prepare a meal that will give a new meaning to the term 
hospitality. We shall not conduct business on that eve-
ning but shall experience the joy of new acquaintances 
and the celebration of conviviality among old friends 
after many life-defining summer experiences. Stay con-
nected. Come to this meal and fellowship gathering. 
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 I want clergy and laity to prepare for the fall charge conferences by exploring the illuminating and clarifying 
concepts of Bishop Robert Schnase in his little book, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations (Abingdon, 2007). 
You will be planning your charge conference’s agenda by reporting upon these five practices in your congregation:  
radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extrava-
gant generosity.  This is a connectional activity, and you may want to consult with your colleagues and lay leadership 
from neighboring churches as you make preparation. 

  You have read in the summer editions of E-Connections a description of our Clergy Fellowship Gathering 
on October 7th at Providence UMC. We shall begin with coffee and informal sharing at 9:30 a.m., and the program 
will start at 10:00 a.m. This election year finds our nation, communities and churches divided and sometimes openly 
conflicted regarding hot-button political issues. Silence from the pulpit and avoidance in programming will make the 
church irrelevant. Moreover, our United Methodist heritage has always balanced personal piety with a vibrant social 
consciousness. How may the church become the one arena where there is civil discourse, respect for opposing politi-
cal views, and acceptance of disagreement while maintaining an atmosphere of conviviality that welcomes conflicting 
discourse. Ken Carter of our host church and I will lead a discussion of the essential contents of two books you are 
invited to read in preparation—Adam Hamilton’s Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White and Jim Wallis’ The 
Great Awakening. I hope that every clergy in the district will make a deliberate effort to attend. At noon a lunch 
will be served by church hostess, Delores Jones. I encourage each clergy to invite at least one lay person to the 
lunch. (Of course, these guests—if not constrained by job responsibility-- are welcome at the morning session as 
well.) We have asked two Christian laity who are politically active to address our group over lunch on the topic, 
“Expressing my Christian Convictions Through Active Involvement in the Political Arena.” These two special guests 
will include Jennifer Roberts, a Democrat and Episcopalian who is Chair of the Mecklenburg County Commission, 
and a Republican representative.  

  Stay connected. Come to these, and other, Charlotte District events.  

  Perhaps there was a time in which I scoffed at Methodist platitudes related to connectional ministry and 
would have regarded such books as Goodpaster’s There’s Power in the Connection to represent the jargon of denomi-
national propaganda and the Wesleyan party line. But my cynical attitude has matured through the years, especially 
when I have had the privilege of seeing the broader church through the eyes of the superintendency. Occasionally I 
find myself reading lines from a box of literally hundreds of cards from pastor colleagues, former parishioners, the 
Cabinet, and friends with whom I share a commitment to the Divine Physician. I crawl under the canopy of a prayer 
shawl that was meticulously crafted by the hands of faithful disciples in one of our small churches. In the solemnity 
of that therapeutic context, I have discovered the blessing of a connectional reality we call Methodism. 

  The Charlotte District is your first line of connectivity beyond your immediate faith family. I invite all of us 
to plug in. 

 Grace and peace, 

George 
George Thompson 
Charlotte District Superintendent 
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Welcome To and From Bishop Goodpaster 

The Western NC Conference Welcomes 
Bishop Larry and Deborah Goodpaster 

You are invited to welcome Bishop Larry Goodpaster and his wife, Deborah, to the 

Western NC Conference at one of three Services of Welcome. Each service will begin at 

3 p.m. and last for about an hour. 

 

• Sunday, Sept. 21 - Providence UMC, 2810 Providence Rd., Charlotte 

• Sunday, Sept. 28 - First UMC, 566 S. Haywood St., Waynesville 

• Sunday, Oct. 5 - St. Matthews UMC, 600 E. Florida St., Greensboro 

On September 1, 2008, Bishop Goodpaster began his ministry in the Western NC Conference as our new bishop. Elected 

to the Episcopacy in 2000, he served for the past eight years in the Alabama-West Florida Conference.  Prior to his 

election, he served as a pastor and district superintendent in the Mississippi Conference. His pastoral experience includes a 

five-church rural charge, a new congregation and several larger membership churches.  In April, Bishop Goodpaster was 

elected to a 2-year term, beginning in 2010, as president of the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church. His 

duties as president of the council, which includes all United Methodist bishops from throughout the world, are in addition 

to those as our bishop. He is also the bishop for Southeast Asia Mission comprised of Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos and 

Thailand.  Bishop Goodpaster, 60, earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Millsaps College, Jackson, Miss., and Master of 

Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees from Candler School of Theology, Atlanta, Ga. He received honorary degrees 

from Birmingham-Southern College, Birmingham, Ala., and Huntingdon College, Montgomery, Ala. He is married to the 

former Deborah Cox and have two daughters and two grandchildren. 

 
Excerpt from WNCC Website: http://www.wnccumc.org/bsh/pdf/Insert.pdf 

District Conversation with Bishop Goodpaster 
Bishop Larry Goodpaster is investing some of his time and energy visiting in each one of our 15 districts to  

provide an opportunity for both lay and clergy to meet and talk about issues and concerns of our districts  
and conference for the future.  

 
LAITY SESSION 

The Charlotte District Laity Session and dialogue with Bishop Goodpaster will be held on   
Thursday, October 30th  ▪  7 p.m. 

Dilworth United Methodist Church, Langford Hall 
605 East Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28203 

This session is open to all laity in the district.   
 

CLERGY SESSION 
The Bishop will gather with all clergy of the Charlotte District on    

 Friday, October 31st  ▪  9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon 
  Dilworth United Methodist Church, Langford Hall 

  605 East Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28203 
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WNCC Responds to Recent Disasters 
  

Storms have ravaged several areas in the United States, Caribbean and even in North Carolina during the past few 
weeks. WNCC Disaster Response is answering the call by soliciting funds for relief. Bishop Larry Goodpaster 
has mailed a letter to local congregations asking to receive a special offering “to sustain the work of volunteer 

teams, provide needed materials, and to help maintain the long-term rebuilding efforts.”  
You may send offerings to the Volunteer Response Ministries Office, PO Box 18005, Charlotte NC 28218. Please make 

checks payable to: WNCC Treasurer, using the conference remittance form designating your offering “Disaster Response.”  
For more information visit http://www.wnccumc.org/mis/mis-alerts.htm                                              Excerpt from WNCC E-News 
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Missions/Outreach 

   “Nothing but Nets”  
 Thanks to the enthusiasm and generosity of hundreds of area children who at-
tended Vacation Bible School and summer camps at Pineville Untied Methodist Church.  
Church members contributed over $1,354 to the United Nations’ “Nothing but Nets” 
anti-malarial campaign to purchase more than 130 mosquito bed nets for families in Af-
rica. 

 The church’s summer children’s mission project began in June during Vacation 
Bible School, when attendees were encouraged to participate in its “Nickels for Nets” 
mission by talking with friends and family, doing chores and raiding piggybanks to raise 

enough money to purchase 10 mosquito nets at $10 each.  By the end of the week, the children contributed funds to purchase 
more than 30 nets. 

 The initiative continued through the church’s pre-school and elementary music 
camps in July and concluded at the end of its Upward Basketball Camp in mid-August.  
“We choose this particular program because we wanted all the children associated with 
our summer programs to see that being a part of a mission project is both possible and 
rewarding, even at their young ages,” says Kelly Chiseck, Pineville United Methodist 
Church’s Education Area Chair. “It was a good fit because the children could collect 
change and help other children.  They understand that here, mosquito bites might just 
itch, but in other parts of the world, a mosquito bite can make a child very, very sick.  It 
was great to have a unifying theme for our camps and our church.” 

 “Nothing but Nets” is a global, grassroots campaign to save lives by preventing malaria, a leading killer of children 
of Africa.  The Campaign was inspired by ESPN columnist Rick Reilly, who challenged each of his readers to donate at least 
$10 for the purchase of an anti-malaria bed net.  To date, tens of thousands of people have joined the campaign that was cre-
ated by the UN Foundation in 2006.  The campaign’s partners include The People of the United Methodist Church, the Na-
tional Basketball Association’s NBA Cares, Sports Illustrated and others (www.nothingbutnets.net). 

 Since 1878, Pineville United Methodist Church has ministered at one of the area’s major geographical crossroads.  
We celebrate God’s love for all the world through Jesus Christ by helping people to become instruments of that love.  We 
offer both contemporary and traditional worship, Christian education for all ages and a variety of programs to suit many in-
terests and needs (www.pinevilleumc.org).     

        ~Sara Collins, Evangelism Chair, Pineville UMC 

Mosquito net displayed over a bed. 

“Nothing but Nets” participants. 

Project AGAPE—Share the Spirit of Christmas-Give a Box of Love! 
 

Christmas is really just around the corner! But to share the joy of hope of Christ’s birth in Armenia, we 
need to act now. Project AGAPE, North Carolina’s Untied Methodist ministry in Armenia, invites you to 
become a part of this outreach.  It is simple to do. More details and directions are available at the district 
website (www.chardist.org) downloads. Print and share with your Sunday school classes, UM Men, UM 
Women, and others.   
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Upcoming Events/Opportunities 

“LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR SOUL” 
WNCC Women in Ministry Day Apart with Bishop Larry Goodpaster 

Wednesday, October 1, 2008    10am – 2pm 
Christ United Methodist Church, Statesville Campus   

Cost of the Day is $7 which includes lunch.  
Please RSVP to Laura H. Auten by September 22 at llehubbard@aol.com 

 What will we be doing? 

The focus of our time together will be spiritual disciplines. Through worship, conversation and several brief presentations, 
we will explore how spiritual disciplines strengthen us personally and professionally helping us be faithful and effective 
women in ministry.  What spiritual disciplines do you practice?  How do spiritual disciplines energize your ministry?  

How do you teach children about prayer?  How do you practice Sabbath?  How is the Lord’s Supper a sign of the pres-

ence of Christ in our midst?  What is your daily practice of prayer and devotion?  What spiritual discipline would you like 

to know more about?  How do you balance disciplines of piety (love of God) and disciplines of charity (love of neighbor)?  

How has God been a personal, powerful presence in your life? How do your spiritual disciplines change throughout the 

liturgical  and calendar year?  What place or locations of retreat have you enjoyed?  Do you consider spiritual disciplines 

a part of your job description?  Across the years of ministry, how have you grown spiritually?   What else?  We would 
like to compile a list of practices, rituals and resources that enrich your spiritual life during Advent/Christmas and 
Lent/Easter.   Please email your list by September 22 to get on the resource list!  Contact person:  Rev. Laura H. Auten at 
llehubbard@aol.com.   What to Wear  Wear something that reflects your present inner spirit, where you are in your spiri-
tual journey. Wear your brightest, boldest, most colorful outfit, T-shirt or blouse. Or, wear earth tones and muted colors or 
wear an outfit that reminds you of a significant event or person in your spiritual journey.   Directions to CUMC, States-
ville Campus:  From I-40 take exit 150 and travel north on Hwy. 115 for 2 miles. The church is on the right.   

Children’s Home Sunday  

Even though the the traditional date designated by the Annual Conference for the celebration of The 
Children’s Home ministryis the third Sunday in September, your church can select another date this fall 
or later that will suit your local church situation best.  In the past some churches elect to celebrate on 
the same day as they observe Children’s Sabbath which makes a very nice “combination service.”  If 
you desire a guest speaker for the celebration contact John Ammons at 336-721-7610. Materials are 
available at the district website (www.chardist.org) at downloads.  

 
 

• September 29th, 9th Annual Stanford Golf Classic at Springfield Golf Club 
• Remember to Link your Harris Teeter VIC Card to #5609 

 

Your support will help ensure that Bethlehem Center is able to continue to help fund programs that support children 
and  families in crisis. For more information visit http://bethlehemcenter.org or contact Shelley Bratton at 704-371-7427. 

Children’s Sabbath   ▪ National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths Weekend will be October 17-19 this 
year.  Materials including education and worship resources are available for downloading at 
www.childrensdefense.org/site/PageServer?pagename=Childrens_Sabbaths.   
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Rev. Mike Harris holding his young-
est son, Cooper, and Felix Von Uk-
lanski who is holding his son Tristan. 
Felix and his family joined Kilgo by 
re-affirmation of his church vows on 
August 3rd. 

Kilgo: A Church Reaching Out to the Neighborhood 
 On August 3rd Kilgo UMC received into membership the Von Uklanski-Langston family--young adults that live within a 
walking distance from the church. Rev. Mike Harris is the new pastor, and he is leading the congregation by example as 
Kilgo reaches out to the neighborhood with expressions of care and hospitality. During the summer there have been pro-
grams shared with the families of First Hmong UMC who also worship in the Kilgo facility. Outdoor movies have been 
shown in the evening on the church lawn, and young families have benefited from these times of entertainment. An or-
ganization of residents in the neighborhood now meets at Kilgo and is promoted by Rev. Harris. Mike and his wife, Car-
roll, have four creative and energetic children—Cooper, Joshua, Nathan, and Emma--who are making young friends 
throughout the neighborhood. The church’s vision is to diversify its programs and worship opportunities in order to pro-
vide needed services and ministries on behalf of the growing population of young adults (and people of a variety of ages) 
living near Kilgo. Let us all unite in prayerful support of Kilgo and its visionary pastor.     

Central UMC Experiences Fire Damage 
Passing motorists reported a fire at about 6:00 a.m. on Monday, September 15th at  
Central UMC located at 6030 Albemarle Road, Charlotte.    Arson is suspected in  
the fire that destroyed the administrative offices and leaving smoke damage to the 
rest of the facility. A $10,000 reward is being offered for information leading to  
an arrest of those responsible for the fire on Tuesday morning that resulted in an  
estimated $500,000 in damages. The Reverend Angela Pleasants, pastor, said it  
seemed so surreal and her heart was aching for those groups that regularly use  
their church, which is very involved in outreach to the local community. The  
conference is providing temporary office space for the church at the conference  
center located near the church. Let us join our hearts in prayer for this congregation and other congregations that have ex-
perienced the millstone of recovery from arson attacks.   

Rev. Michael Harris is the newly 
appointed pastor at Kilgo UMC. He 
and his wife Carroll are pictured here 
with their children Cooper (held 
by Mike), Nathan, Emma, and Joshua 
(held by Carroll).   

Candice Langston and her husband 
Felix Von Uklanski became 
the neweist members of Kilgo UMC 
on August 3rd. Candice received the 
sacrament of baptism and Felix re-
newed his vows of commitment to 
Christ through the United Methodist 
Church. They are pictured here with 
their young son Tristan. 
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Charlotte District 
Western NC Conference 
4108 Park Road, Suite 101 
Charlotte, NC 28209-2259 

Ofc: 704-525-3395  ·  Fax: 704-525-4238 

 

 

George E. Thompson, District Superintendent            
 DeEtta Rivens, Administrative Assistant 

Joelle Leboa, Secretary 
Website: www.chardist.org 

E-mail:  chardist@bellsouth.net 

E-wnccnews 
 

Subscribe to e-wnccnews, the brief, weekly WNCC e-newsletter, with convenient ministry 
links.  Send your e-mail address to webministry@wnccumc.org with “e-news subscribe” 
in the subject line.  The Conference Center does not share this email list with anyone. E-
news can be viewed at http://wnccumc.org/nws/WNCCe-News.htm. 

 

Visit the Western NC Conference website 
http://www.wnccumc.org/min/ministries.htm 

to obtain information about the  

various ministries throughout  our Conference. 

 

In search of various Conference publications 

visit http://www.wnccumc.org/pub/publications.htm 


