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Why the Impact Community Event Deserves Our Enthusiastic Support:

During the late fall of 2009 Mark Barden, our WNC Coordina-
tor of Communications, presented to the Cabinet a bold concept related
to our denominationés initiative
had been given the opportunity to become a pilot Episcopal area for
. conducting an Impact Community Event. The Cabinet endorsed the
% idea and subsequently chose the Saturday before Annual Conference
i (June %) for the implementation of this major service happening.

Not much was done during the holiday season in planning or
communicating; but, as the new calendar year began, a cluster of vigor-
ous and creative thinkers emerged with Robin Hill of Sharon UMC
evolving into the role of our di

George Thompson . . T
District guperime?ndem munity Event deserves the dynamic support and participation of each

Charlotte District pastor and church leader for the following reasons:

The biblical theology of the United Methodist Church calls every Christian to a life of ser-
vice and ministry, matching our commitment to Christ with some great need in the com-
munity. Jesus concluded his most challenging ethical teaching (the Sermon on the Mount) with
a parable that begins wi t hhetarhthese wardsmfomine and o n

doest hem wi | | be I i ke a wise man who built h
Our Wesleyan tradition emphasizes the importance of a spiritual relationship with Christ that
emanates in a |lifetime of following in the
and the early church, we seek to be fidoers

adults are prone to respond to the churcho.
AiShow me how you Christi anasbsaoreb eadny ndairfcfiesr
The Impact Community Event is one way of demonstrating that, when you enter the faith family
of a United Methodist Church, you enter a community of servants modeled after tQwisglf

way of Jesus.

The purpose of this Impact Community Event is to encourage holy habits of effective an-
faithful discipleship. Several of our Charlotte District churches already have regular days of

community service, once a month or on desi
days prior to June'S5Harrison UMC, for example, will be participating in a commusvitge
project, AFeed My Starving Children, o witdl

$160,000 for children in Haiti with the assistance of 1,700 volunteers. But this congregation will
also participate fully in the Impact Community Event. Some of our churches have teams that
assist helping agencies like Crisis Assistance Ministries or the Urban Ministry Center every
week. Yet we also have some congregations that have not rendered consistent commitment |
any specific agency on t helmpaechCommunity welosltey n t
www.impactcharlotte.org Thus, our central purpose on Jurfei§to promote an on
going and consistent faithfulness to the servant roles by members of all oynlugty
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Impact Community Event (Continued from page 1)

Charlotte District churches.

This will be an important unifying, connectional event.Hours of service on Juné"vill be followed by a massive
gathering of United Methodigisparticipating members from all the churches in the various projects and seeker guest:
who will gather at Memorial Stadium. Through a celebration of oneness, we shall have musical entertainment and ins
ration from praise teams and talented musicians within the district. We shall break bread-tbgédiogs and other fun
foods. Those who already own a reshirt are encouraged to wear it for the day as a sign of Pentecostal oneness; bu
any working attire will be acceptable. The reason for the afternoon celebration is to marshal the power of our connecti
of over fifty participating congregations. It will indeed be marvelous to assemble at Memorial Stadium as many as 3,0
servant leaders who have gathered for the joy of Christian fellowship, following hours of collective labor on behalf c
those in need. This event is designed to be a United Methodist witness to our connectional unity within the metropolit
area of Charlotte.

Participation in the Impact Community Service Day is an inclusive, evangelistic event; thus everyone is invited to
participate. We encourage members of our churches to reach out to seeker friends and invite them to join them at a

vorite service site. The Bethlehem Center, Clanton Housing @lgan Cr i si s Assi stance, th
ise Day Center, Friendship Trays, Hope Haven, Levine and Dickson Hospice Home, the Linus Project, McCreesh Pla
Mends Shelter of Charlotte; OCakhurst, Cat awba Height

Urban Ministries Center; the Sedgefield and Eastway Middle Schools; the Todd StreetiCkazoh Beautification, the
Carlton G. Watkins Center, the McDowell Nature Preserve, and Wesley Heights Park are among the projects in whi
we shall collectively participate. The invitation to serve others is also a summons to know Christ through the communi
of his followers. We encourage each church to hold registration days, beginning on Sunday, Meye8&thare many

tools available to every church to ease the planning of this Bagh pastor will be hearing from a "cluster coordinator"

in their area regarding promotional materialsVolunteers can register at any tirday or night-online at
www.impactcharlotteord r egi stration table should be avaiTadl! e
thereafter until just before the event. Our goal is to have at least 10% of each church's membership participating in t
special day of service and evangelisithere will be public advertising in the coming weeks, including billboards, radio
and television spotsThere is not much time but our planning team has unlimited enthudiagml have specific ques-
tions, just email them d@mnpactcharlottenc@gmail.cam

This will be a joyous occasion, and the benefits cannot be calculated or coercedalm 133 begins with the observa-
tion, AHow very good and pleasant it is when kindred
church is the abundant presence of laughter and expressions of joy among the members. People who abide in the spi
resurrection hope always constitute a community of great joy.

May the people of metropolitan Charlotte know that we are indeed such a community of joy as we collectively serve al
celebrate on Juné"s

Grace and peace,

George

George Thompson
Charlotte District Superintendent
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Around the District

Maundy Thursday at St. Paul

The chancel at St. Paul UMC was arranged on Maundy Thursday (April
1%) in accordance with the scene described by John the Evangelist in his thir-
teenth chapter. Pastor A.J. Thomas explained to the worshipers how Jesus an
the disciples reclined around a #Atr.i
John at his left and Judas at his rigilaces of honor at the meal. Peter resent-
fully took the | ast and | east i mport
Jesus took a bowl! of water and towel in order to wash the feet of all twelve of his
di scipl es. In a meditation entitled
relevance the Johannine text. The mesgs

i

Chancel arrangement at St. Paul on

Maundy Thursday. ity in the beli p.
about us, but about what God is do r iR
among all of wus.o0o A solo was rende Br

Maundy Thursday prayer after all were served, the chancel paraments:
stripped, the cross draped with a black veil, and all departed in quietness
dark spring night. The service expressed the desolation and abandonmeni
long night in Gethsemane and what followed. The altar of St. Paul remained pajighioner departing the service talks
until Easter Sunday morning. with Pastor A.J.

Easter Sunrise at Mouzon

Mouzond6s interim pastor Dr.
Friday evening with a painful condition that was successfully addresse
that significant weelend. District Superintendent George Thompson, cq
guently, had the privilege of leading in the sunrise service and Easte
bration of worship later that morning (Aprif¥ The sun was greeted by ¢
ger worshipers who gathered in the Selwyn Street parking lot. Breakfa
served in Flynn Hall following the early service. Roy Helm gave the
come and led the liturgy. The congregation gave thanks for the super
ership being provided by its interim pastor and rejoiced at the announg
that Tomdés medi cal i ssue had be
theology of the Apostl e Paul whth&chssdddmed wihtiidverstoEaster
defeat of death i s @ odrgofaffair. §he Chameghorningance, 6 not a ¢ ome
Choir resounded with the anthem: AAngels Rolled the

jeds
t he
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Around the District

Good Friday at Good Shepherd

On April 4" Good Friday was observed by several hundred worshipers &
Good Shepherd UMC who entered a darkened sanctuary with illumination c
candles at the altar and the softness of stage light beams casting a reflect
* beam. Associate Pastor Rich Tuttle provided the sermon challenge, culmine
1 ing with the invitation for each worshiper to light a candle symbolizing re-
newed commitment. Chris Macedo led the congregation in music that fc
cused upon the sacrifice and redemption of the cross. Visual arts were us
creatively throughout this inspirational service.
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‘a a
Rich Tuttle, Associate Pastor, greeted by
ioners at the Good Friday service.

Worshipers light a candle symbolizing renewed Creative visual arts were used throughout the service.
commitment.
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