
 

 

Power of Three Goals at Mid-Year 

 During his eight years as the bishop of the Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference, 

Larry Goodpaster led that ecclesiastical area in a period of significant growth and revitalization. 

In his first time to preside over the Western North Carolina Confer-

ence at our Lake Junaluska Assembly last year, he challenged us 

with visionary goals by appealing to our reliance upon the Holy 

Spirit and the triune God. He boldly asserted that these ambitious 

goals would become a reality by the Power of Three: growing our 

membership to 300,000, our worship by an additional 30,000, our 

participation in mission teams by 3,000 new teams, the resurrection 

of 300 congregations, and the planting of 30 new faith communities 

(Thirty-in-Three). All these impressive aspirations will be accom-

plished by a united people who are empowered by our noble 

Wesleyan heritage and reliance upon the triune God in our midst. 

 None of this will occur as a result of wishful thinking. Years 

of decline in evangelical fervor, modest growth, lethargic missional 

commitment, and absence of vision cannot be overcome in a local church without change of fo-

cus and priority. And there is never change without pain. We are not only challenged to ñrethink 

churchò but also to direct our ministry and mission to those outside the church. 

 Last fall I conducted over fifty individual charge conferences within the Charlotte Dis-

trict, all of which provided numerical goals that reflect what each congregation intends to con-

tribute toward the attainment of the collective ambition of the WNC Conference. I carry in my 

Daytimer as I travel around the district the specific goals that each congregation articulated and 

submitted to that official body of administration. I expect every pastor to be able to recite the 

figures that you helped so carefully to craft nine months ago.  

 An effective former mayor of NYC used to ask citizens of that great city, ñHow am I 

doing?ò New Yorkers were quick to respond with candor; and, as a result of his non-defensive 

listening, that city became a more qualitative and safer environment.  

 How is your church doing in an effort to meet Power of Three goals? What strategies 

have the members adopted in order to make those figures an evolving, pulsating reality? How is 

the membership focused upon people and ministries that reach those outside the membership of 

the church? What is your culture of evangelism? How committed is the pastor and lay leadership 

team to attaining these exalted goals?  

 If your cannot answer these questions with candid enthusiasm and hope-filled optimism, 

these months prior to Charge Conference 2010 will provide an opportunity for introspection, 

spiritual-life retreats, much prayer, and creative strategic planning. Start by reviewing your 

Charge Conference goals. Make sure that these goals enter the administrative agenda and con-

science of each committee and organized group. The numbers are not important in themselves; 

but they do represent the lives of people whom we wish to come into a joyous relationship with 
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Jesus Christ and the compassionate care of a redemptive Christian community. Numerical goals are significant merely 

because we measure in order to manage. Jesus called twelve apostlesðthe New Israel. He organized the seating of 

five thousand Galileans before feeding the flock.  

 Authentic growth is a bi-product of contagious joy. No growth occurs without the infusion of transcendent 

power. We shall not experience the resurgence of three hundred lethargic churches by implementing programs or attend-

ing workshops. This will occur through our openness to what new things Godôs Holy Spirit desires to do within the body 

of believers.  

 How is your church doing? And how have you and I changed in the process of rethinking the Church? 

 

 

    Grace and peace, 

    George 
    George Thompson 

    Charlotte District Superintendent 
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Upon the date of this writing many of our Charlotte District churches have registered members for this day of 

service through the on-line website (www.impactcharlotte.org). Each Sunday since Motherôs Day these churches 

have provided a registration table in a visible location in the building in order to encourage and remind. Announce-

ments have been made upon announcement screens in the sanctuary, verbal promotions at times for parish concerns, 

bulletin inserts, and newsletter articles. The hope of our task force of planners is that many hundreds of servant lead-

ers from Charlotte District churches will provide a time of sacrificial ministry in one of the over twenty ministry op-

portunities listed on the above website. Furthermore, the purpose of this Impact Community Event is to encourage the 

holy habit of on-going servant involvement among these agencies by United Methodists throughout the Annual Con-

ference.  

 Red Impact Community T-Shirts will be available at registration in the Harrell Center at Lake Junaluska for 

all who are Charlotte District delegates to the Annual Conference. On the Friday Night of Annual Conference, all 

delegates are encouraged to wear Impact Community Shirts or a red (Pentecost) t-shirt. 

  When you visit the webpage you will observe that some of the original agencies have been eliminated from 

our original list due to a lack of projected participation. Another change that you will observe is that our District-wide 

celebration, beginning at 2:30 p.m., will be held at Independence Park, across the street from Memorial Stadium. 

The original Stadium location presented several obstacles for the size of our anticipated volunteer effort. Independ-

ence Park has an even better venue for games with children and youth, the groups scheduled for musical entertain-

ment, and the serving of food. It is important to remember that the catalyst for our churches is to use the event as a 

tool for evangelism. Letôs invite those outside the church to join us in these activities of service and discover the pres-

ence of Christ in our midst. Moreover, encourage all participants to consider the adoption of their chosen project as an 

on-going expression of the Wesleyan imperative,  

 

ñDo all the good you can, 

  By all the means you can, 

  In all the ways you can, 

  In all the places you can, 

  At all the times you can, 

  To all the people you can, 

  As long as ever you can.ò 

 

 

The Charlotte District Task Force on Impact Community consists of Robin Hill of Sharon UMC 

(Coordinator), Dwayne Campbell of St. Markôs (Charlotte), Jeffery Hanson of First UMC (Belmont), Rev. Angela 

Hollar of Ebenezer (Belmont), Rev. Andrew Brown of Hawthorne Lane, Carol Shinn of Providence, Donna Pharr of 

Cokesbury, and Mark Barden of the WNC Conference Office. These were assisted by a host of supportive advocates 

who have made this day a unified effort. We extend to each of these our sincere appreciation.  

 

 

IMPACT Community Service Day ðJune 5th  

 

IMPACT  
COMMUNITY 
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New Charlotte District Appointment Projections for Conference Year 2010 -2011 

  
 Emotions are always ambivalent at this time of the year as we sadly bid farewell to the pastors and families that 

have served with distinction and honor in the Charlotte District, and we ardently greet those clergy families that will 

replace them. The following moves will take place during the week of June 21st: 

 

First UMC, Charlotte, will greet their first woman Senior Pastor, Elizabeth Coppedge-Henley, and her husband 

Jonathan as Associate Pastor. This will be the first clergy couple appointed to this historic inner-city church. They 

are coming here from Etowah UMC in the Asheville District. Local Pastor Tracey Rose, a member of First UMC 

and an eager participant in its outreach ministries within center-city, is appointed to the position of Assistant Pastor.  
 
Sharon UMC will likewise receive its first woman as Senior PastorðLory Beth Huffman.  She and her husband 

Greg (a lawyer with a practice in Newton) will be moving from Taylorsville UMC. 
 

David Ortigoza is the new pastor at Cole Memorial, and he will be coming down the mountain from his present 

appointment at First UMC, Canton. He also has been serving as the WNCC Director of Hispanic/Latino Ministries 

and will bring a passion for evangelism to his new assignment.    
 

Mark Muckler  will be the new pastor at Mouzon UMC. He and his wife Jill will be coming from Markôs desig-

nated location as Associate Pastor at Rocky Mount in the Lake Norman District and will bring with them three 

lovely children and a household of energy and eagerness to serve. Mark will not likely need a Mecklenburg County 

map since he is a native of Charlotte.  
 

The Aldersgate/Grace UMC Charge will receive a new pastor--Ron Perry and his wife Karla. Just this May Ron 

received his Masters of Divinity degree from Hood School of Theology in Salisbury and is eager to enter the chal-

lenge of these receptive churches.  
 

Michael Binger is appointed to St. Markôs UMC in Belmont and comes from South Macon, a four-point circuit 

near Franklin, N.C. He and his wife Marti Hatch are a clergy couple, and she will be the new pastor of Gastonia 

Districtôs Christ UMC.  
 

Morningstar will receive a recent graduate of Candler School of Theology, Mary Brown , who has been working as 

the Events Coordinator with the Wilderness Trail in the mountains of NC. Her husband Alan is a life-long member 

of First UMC, Waynesville, a musician, and a great advocate for Maryôs multi-faceted interests in ministry.   
 

Teresa Vilagos, a clergy of the Lake Norman District who has completed CPE training at Carolinas Medical Center 

and serves as a Staff Chaplain, will be the new Associate Pastor at Hawthorne Lane. She and her husband Joe will 

be moving from their home in Mooresville.  
 

Hickory Grove UMC has experienced the joy of an enthusiastic number of new members who come from a Libe-

rian heritage. Myer Dahn will be appointed to the church as an Assistant Local Pastor who will give spiritual lead-

ership to this significant component of the Hickory Grove membership.  
 

 Bishop Goodpaster has designated the week of June 20th as ñmoving weekò with the customary Tuesday (June 

22nd) as ñMoving Day.ò During this week of transition, we shall say farewell and Godspeed to the following pastors 

who have touched our lives with friendship and faithfulness: 
 

Greg Freeman came to Cole Memorial following the death of a beloved pastor and served this grieving church 

with uncommon dedication. He, his wife Waneta, and their family will be moving to Lewisvilleôs Harmony Grove/

Sharon Charge in the Winston-Salem District. Gregôs leadership on the Executive Committee of our Clergy Fel-
lowship has indeed been exemplary.  

 
Richard Tuttle  will be leaving his position as Associate Pastor at Good Shepherd UMC and taking the role of pas-

tor-in-charge at Catawba UMC in the Lake Norman District. Richôs recent experience in one of our fastest  growing 

congregations has prepared him for the high expectations within his new assignment. The smiling faces of Rich, 

Christine, and their children will be missed in this district.   
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Sheila Bishop and her husband Bob will be leaving the Aldersgate/Grace Charge for Shiloh, an appointment in the 

Lexington District. She will be missed by all of us as a special friend and will be remembered with immense apprecia-

tion by the Charlotte District Committee on Location and Building for which she served as an able secretary.  
 

Caren Morgan and her husband John will be moving eastward from St. Markôs UMC of Belmont to the town of Wax-

haw with its emerging new population as Charlotte grows in that direction. Caren will bring to the historic Waxhaw 

UMC her creative style of preaching, her love of people, and her passion for the mission of the church.    
 

Michael Carr  will take his diversity of experience as a beloved Associate Pastor at Hawthorne Lane UMC and apply 

his considerable skills and expertise in evangelism to the role of Senior Pastor at First UMC, Troutman in the States-

ville District. Michael and his wife Kellie have left an indelible record of diligence and caring ministry at Hawthorne 

Lane and within this district.   
 

Cynthia Wechter, a May, 2010, graduate of Asbury School of Theology, has been assigned to St. Lukeôs UMC of 

Hickory in the role of Associate Pastor. Before coming through our Charlotte District Committee on Ministry 

(dCOM), Cynthia was active in a variety of lay roles in her church in Florida. We are proud of the fact that she is a 

product of our districtôs nurture and administrative care. 
 

Susannah Pittman is a transfer into WNC from the Alabama-West Florida Conference. She will begin her service as 

the Associate Pastor at Concordôs Central UMC. Her husband Lonnie is appointed as a planter of a new church to a 

site yet to be determined. The listing will be ñUniversity Area/Cabarrus,ò and the emerging congregation will have the 

likely sponsorship of both the Charlotte and Salisbury districts.  
 

Emily Kroeger  has been one of the Duke Divinity Rural Church Fellows and will be assigned to Mattonôs Grove 

UMC in the Albemarle District near Pfeiffer University. Emily chose in her studies a concentration upon the needs of 

the rural church and will bring special skills and a fervent spirit to the enterprise of growing this fortunate congrega-

tion.  
 

Avery White  will be appointed to Groce UMC in the Asheville District as the new Associate Pastor. When the Cabi-

net was told that she had chosen this church and its SPRC had requested her as a primary choice, this match was af-

firmed with enthusiasm. Avery is a May graduate of Duke Divinity School.  
 

Ann Self requested to be reassigned due to her physical separation from her husband, Charles (Chuck), who works out 

of their mountain home near Sylva, N.C. Ann will, therefore, be appointed to the Roseman-Silica Charge in the Ashe-

ville District. The location of these two churches makes it possible for Ann to live in the familyôs home and continue 

in meaningful service within these two fortunate congregations.  
 

Tim Killian  will be leaving his pastorate at Morningstar in order to continue in ministry as a Part-time Local Pastor 

at Denver UMC in the Lake Norman District. Tim and his wife Jo will be greatly missed by their grateful 

congregation and the many colleagues who always saw him at our various Charlotte District fellowship and 

learning activities. 
  

Friday Okocha has been appointed to a part-time position as an Associate at Morrowôs Chapel in the Lake Norman 

District. Friday has been a fixture of inspiration in his attendance at Plaza and an exemplary volunteer in that churchôs 

variety of ministries. Friday and his wife Angela are dear to their many friends in the Charlotte District.   
 

Greg Collins is a full-time auto mechanic with the Volvo dealership. But he has been gracious in serving ¼ time as 

pastor of Victory UMC. Gregôs role will be altered in the coming Conference year by his taking on additional respon-

sibility. Victory will become a part of the newly created Union County Parish. Greg will serve in the capacity of Assis-

tant Local Pastor and will be teamed with an elder in the Albemarle District in this new role and context. Greg will 

continue to preach at Victory but will also be assigned to lead worship on a rotating schedule at the other three 

churches of the Union County Parish at the discretion of the chargeôs elder and Senior Pastor.  



 

 

Belmont Churches Respond to Hurricane Katrina Recovery Mission Appeal  

 
 During the next several years, or until the urgent need for support has been satisfied, teams 

from the Charlotte District will likely make their way to the Mississippi Gulf Coast region. Mark 

Franza is a member of Central UMC who had seen the unparallel destruction delivered by the force of 

Hurricane Katrina. His five-year experience as a volunteer in mission has weighed heavily upon his 

heart. Thus, when his church was the victim of an arsonistôs fire and Central experienced the power of 

the connection through the compassionate response of churches both near and far away, Mark led his 

church in a reciprocal act of generosity by heading a district-wide effort to continue the unfinished 

business of relief in that devastated part of our nation.  
  

 Markôs experiences in Mississippi showed him that government and aid agencies have largely 

pulled out of the region. FEMA trailers are being removed because living in them long-term is consid-

ered to be a health hazard. Many life-long residents have no place to go. Mark reported in a recent arti-

cle for E-Connection that ñThe media spotlight has shifted to health care reform, the struggling econ-

omy, the national housing crisis. But there are thousands of families displaced by Hurricane Katrina in August 2005 who 

still havenôt returned to their homes, many of whom have given up hope of ever getting back in.ò 
 
On Saturday, May 22nd, a Belmont team of approximately thirty United Methodists (including Belmont pastors 

Mark Andrews, Hal Schwantes, and Angela Hollar) departed for a week of labor on behalf of victims of the disaster. The 

goal of a planning task force of the Charlotte District is to raise $125,000 in funds, enlist volunteers, and build awareness 

of the continuing dire needs in the Mississippi Gulf Coast region. The United Methodist Churches of Belmont have united 

in doing their part of this ambitious goal. The intention of the Belmont team is to help rebuild lives and the spiritual well-

being of a suffering, forgotten people.  
 
 For the last five years Mark Franza has led Central UMC in raising funds for 20-30 volunteers each February to 

the Gulf Coast. These team works out of Vancleave UMCôs (Camp Hope in Vancleave, Mississippi), living in dorm-style 

housing for the week, sharing meals and fellowship with its members and those from other churches from other states. 

Camp Hope is one of six host sites set up in the region to accommodate the volunteers from around the country. 
 
May the example of the five churches in Belmont and the consistent endeavors of Central UMC inspire each 

church in the Charlotte District to contribute toward these efforts. Over 8,000 families in a tri-county area of Southern 

Mississippi were displaced. Mark Franza, Bill Brawley, and Jim Guimond are available to tell the story of the recovery 

effort in your church. Letôs help in the effort to raise $125,000 by the end of 2011 and to send additional teams to the re-

gion. Another eight yearsô worth of work is left to be done. The relief fund may be sent to Central UMC (6030 Albemarle 

Road, Charlotte, NC 28212) marked for Katrina Recovery Mission.    
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These words highlighted the bulletin at Wesley UMC on May 16th. They were carefully chosen. The worship was pri-

marily in the Korean language. But the vision of the Church Council and 

Pastor Jae Lee is to develop a unified church with two culturesðnot the 

creation of a separate Christian congregation of Korean-culture United 

Methodists. On this day, we officially organized a Korean congregation 

within  the membership of Wesley UMC. While this concept is not unique, 

it rejects the tendency of cultural fragmentation among many other de-

nominations in Charlotte and elsewhere around the nation. When this con-

cept was presented to the leadership of Wesley before the appointment of 

Rev. Lee, the SPRC affirmed the theology surrounding the proposal. Christ 

indeed demolishes all barriers of separationðrace, culture, language, and 

nationality. Wesley would become a congregation that embodies this theol-

ogy as a reality. The table of our Lord is one table at which all are wel-

come.  

 Each month the members of WesleyðKorean and Caucasianðworship together, often singing hymn dis-

played on a screen in two languages. After this time of worship, all are invited to stay of a fellowship meal that dis-

plays the cuisine of shared cultures.  

 Over 150 worshipers attended this 6 p.m. worship on the 26th of May. The bulletin and liturgy featured the Ko-

rean language. Visitors from the United Methodist Korean congregation in Greensboro joined with Wesley choir mem-

bers to form a chorus to sing Korean-language anthems. The Atlanta-based director of Korean Ministries for the 

Southeast Jurisdiction brought greetings. Only Steve James, Director of Congregational Development, and George 

Thompson, Charlotte DS, rendered remarks in the English language. In keeping with the character and purpose of this 

spiritual occasion, a soloist sang ñIt Is Well with My Soulò in both languages. The DS spoke these words from the 

Book of Worship in an act of consecration: ñIn accordance with the laws and Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church, I hereby declare that the Korean congregation of Wesley UMC is duly constituted and organized for the glory 

of God, the proclamation of the gospel, and the service of humanity. Amen.ò  

 So let it be. 

A Service for Organizing Korean Congregation of Wesley United Methodist 
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Cuisine of shared 

 cultures. 

Members enjoying the  

fellowship. 

Pastor Jae Lee 

http://leastofthese.smugmug.com/Church-Planting/Wesley-Korean-English/12219523_rcRxu
http://leastofthese.smugmug.com/Church-Planting/Wesley-Korean-English/12219523_rcRxu
http://leastofthese.smugmug.com/Church-Planting/Wesley-Korean-English/12219523_rcRxu


 

 

Charles M. Amborse Presides Over His Final Commencement Exercises  

 

 Even though everyone in attendance felt the euphoric joy of a deserving graduating class at the 

Misenheimer campus of Pfeiffer University with the customary procession of Elgarôs Pomp and Circum-

stance, the gathering was also filled with nostalgic sadness and appreciation for the extraordinary services of 

Dr. Charles Ambrose who has been the visionary leader of this institution for the past twelve years. On June 

30th Dr. Ambrose will begin his new role as President of the University of Central Missouri, and Pfeiffer 

University will seek new executive leadership with David J. McIlquham, Pfeiffer trustee and former CEO of 

Sealy, Inc., serving as interim president. During Dr. Ambroseôs lengthy tenure at Pfeiffer, the university ex-

perienced unprecedented growth in enrollment and clarity of purpose. The institution has significantly 

strengthened its ties with the United Methodist Church, in accordance with its mission ñto produce servant 

leaders for life-long learning.ò Throughout Ambroseôs presidency, Superintendent Thompson has been a 

member of the Board of Trustees and served a term as that bodyôs chair. These friends and co-workers are 

pictured here at the 2010 Commencement Exercises on Saturday, May 8th. Youth lay delegate to General 

Conference, John Howard, announced a class presentation as the SGA President. Rev. Dana McKim pro-

vided prayers for graduating students; and the keynote commencement address was delivered by Robert E. 

Hill, Jr. An Honorary Doctor of Divinity was bestowed upon Professor Emerita of Christian Education, 

Susan Carmichael, a beloved diaconal minister in the WNC Conference.       
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Superintendent George Thompson and Dr. Charles 

Ambrose share in conversation following the com-

mencement exercises. 



 

 

Around the Charlotte District  

      

Sunday Morning Worship Time Changes at Sharon UMC 

          Starting in the month of May, Sharon UMC altered its schedule for Sunday worship upon recommendation of the 

Strategic Planning Committee. Rev. Ken Roth articulated the purpose of these changes at the services on May 9th. The ef-

fort of the congregationôs leadership will be to reach those who are outside the church, with specific concern for young 

adults in the surrounding community. Three services will be provided on each Sunday morning, with childcare for infants 

through three-year-old children available at all three services in the nursery.  

           The timing of the traditional worship service has been changed to 9:00 AM in the sanctuary. Sharon's Chancel Choir 

sings, accompanied by the pipe organ. Traditional elements of worship and liturgies are celebrated at this service, and the 

congregation traditionally celebrates the Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of each month. All who profess, or who are on 

their way to professing, belief in Jesus Christ are encouraged to take part in the traditional service at this new time.  

            Café Worship is conducted at 10:15 AM in the Wesley Center and lasts 45 minutes. It is informal in style, with 

round-table seating. Discussion and interaction among worshippers is encouraged. Coffee and light refreshments are 

served. Music is provided by Sharonôs Caf® Singers, accompanied by a piano, drums and guitar. Sunday School for chil-

dren of all ages is available from 10:05 AM to 11:05 AM.  

            The Contemporary service is at 11:15 AM in the sanctuary. This service is led by a Praise Team, with a high-

energy style of worship, featuring music popular on contemporary Christian radio stations. At this service, children ages 

four through first grade are escorted to Godly Play after the announcements. Another important element to this worship 

time is that the Lord's Supper is offered every week, except in the case of a few unique worship experiences. This informal 

service is designed for seekers and persons who are at any stage in their faith pilgrimage.                                                                                                                                                           

            On May 9th Bill Elam, SPRC Chair, also announced the projected appointment of Rev. Lory Beth Huffman as the 

new Senior Pastor, effective July 1st, at which services SPRC Chair Bill Elam announced the projected appointment of a 

new pastor, Rev. Lory Beth Huffman.  
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John Stafford, Director of 

Music at Sharon UMC. 
Rev. Ken Roth, senior pastor, Sharon UMC. 



 

 

Around the Charlotte District  

  

Commonwealth UMC Affirms the Ministry of Rev. Peggy Bridgers 

 After the morning worship service of May 2nd, a special Charge Confer-

ence was held at Commonwealth UMC in order to affirm the projected appoint-

ment of Peggy Bridgers as a part-time retired pastor entering her eleventh year 

of service to this grateful congregation. A choral trio-- consisting of Sandra 

Pearre, Marie Rich, and Alice Shepherdðsang a John Peterson anthem, 

ñHeaven Came Down,ò and Peggy preached on the John 13:31-35 text in which 

Jesus renders a new commandment requiring the sacrificial love of his disci-

ples. Superintendent Thompson presided over the Charge Conference and ex-

pressed gratitude to a church that has a history of connectional mission and to 

Rev. Bridgers who continues to provide spiritual leadership to a responsive con-

gregation that is a loving presence in this vibrant neighborhood.   

 

 

 

 

Motherôs Day and Passionate Hospitality at Belmontôs South Point 

 The roses were a passionate, vibrant red; and the congregation of South Point UMC gathered for the worship of 

God and the honoring/remembering of mothers. Barbara Mayo read from the lectionary text that morning the story of 

Lydiaðher conversion and the baptism of her whole family. Lydia, the worshippers were reminded, was a merchant and 

entrepreneur, dealing with purple goods. Many of her clients were wealthy Greeks and Romans who did not worship the 

Hebrew God. But ñthe Lord opened her heart to give heed to what was said by Paul.ò (Acts 16:14) The early churchôs 

message thus began to spread into Gentile territory, bringing a new life to all sorts of people who had been excluded 

from the community of faith. Women, like Lydia, were given a particular place of prominence. The theme of this 

Motherôs Day sermon was ñPassionate Spirituality Leads to Passionate Hospitality!ò South Point UMC was challenged 

to practice radical hospitality in relationship to an emerging population in Belmont. Rev. Mayo reminded her congrega-

tion that a church that is spiritually alive will inevitably reach out to those who are aliens and strangers in its community. 

 Pictured here are members of the church following worship and Rev. Mayo who was surprised by a visit from 

her children on this special day.   
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Rev. Peggy Bridgers 

Brittany Mayo Pomeroy, Michael 

Pomeroy, Rev. Barbara Boyd Mayo, and 

Ryan Mayo. 

 Peggy Turner, Terry McLean and Jessie 

Beach following worship. 



 

 

Meet Donald W. Irons, Jr., President, Charlotte District United Methodist Men 

  The Charlotte District is pleased to announce Donald W. ñDonò Irons, Jr. as 

District President of the United Methodist Men.  Don follows Henry ñHankò Dozier, Jr. who 

served in this role for five years. 

  Don was born and raised in the Washington, DC area.  He and his wife 

Sharon moved to Charlotte in 1978.  They have been members at Sharon and Cokesbury be-

fore moving their membership to Central UMC in 1996.  Don has served in many local 

church leadership roles including chairman of Trustees, president of  the Friendship Sunday 

School class, and president of Centralôs UM Men.  He was honored by being nominated as 

Man of the Year in 2004 and 2008.  In 2009 he received the Laity Service Award from Cen-

tral UMC. 

 Don is currently a member of the Board of Trustees, Secretary for the Menôs club and active in his Sunday 

school class. He is active with the Clean the Stream for the Charlotte Mecklenburg Storm Water Division and helps co-

ordinate the bi-annual clean up of Campbell Creek which is adjacent to Central church. Don enjoys his work with Habi-

tat for Humanity, Katrina Relief and working at the Menôs Homeless Shelter. 

 Don and Sharon have a daughter Donna, and son-in-law Jason who live in Union County. Don enjoys the beach, 

NASCAR and spending time with his grand dog Bailey. Volunteering and raising money for charity are close to his 

heart.  He has walked to raise money for Crop Walk, the American Cancer Society, JDF, Relay for Life, and the March 

of Dimes.  Don will serve as a lay delegate to the 2010 Western NC Annual Conference. 

 The responsibilities of District President of UM Men include organization of the district committee on United 

Methodist Men; meeting, encouraging and equipping local church presidents of UMM, district scouting, prayer, hunger 

and stewardship advocates and coordinators; communicating district and local church plans for UMM; recruiting leaders 

to attend national, regional and conference training opportunities and attending meetings of the Conference UMM.   

 The ministry of men in the local church is defined as a core group of men, partnering with their pastor, to invite 

and initiate spiritual growth opportunities for all men of the church.   The goal is to empower the ministry of Jesus Christ 

through men within the congregations of the UMC. Contact Don (704-563-1958; dirons@carolina.rr.com) to learn more 

about equipping and motivating an effective menôs ministry in your church. 

 

 

Around the Charlotte District  
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Worship at St. Stephen UMC 

 
 Persons seeking an inspirational and challenging experience in worship are likely to find a style and encounter to 

meet their spiritual needs at St. Stephen UMC on Sardis Road. A traditional experience of worship in the sanctuary is 

provided at both 8:30 a.m. and 11:10 a.m. each Sunday. Sunday school takes place from 9:45-10:40 a.m. The new fel-

lowship hall is the place for a ñmodern service of worshipò at 10:50 a.m. A full morning of adoration, praise, celebration 

and education requires a team effort. 

 On May 16th the theme emerged from the Sermon on the Mount Text in which Jesus reminded his disciples that 

ñYou are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor does one light a lamp and put it under a bushel, 

but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before all, that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.ò This theme was carried out in the choice of music by such hymns as ñI 

Want to Walk as a Child of the Lightò to the prayer of confession and childrenôs meditation.  John Blizzard served as 

both liturgist and director of music in the early service. Senior Pastor Tom Latimer was the preacher for the morning, 

and the sermon was filled with relevant and provocative illustrations coordinated by the theological theme. The worship 

planning team includes Tom Schnitzlein who provided meaningful prayers on this day. Brandon Dirks, who supplies a 

profound ministry with the youth, works with Ruby Reinhard in the development of music, liturgy and visual effects in 

the modern worship setting. This diversity in style and unity in theme enables the St. Stephen congregation to reach out 

to an assorted, heterogeneous community of seekers and visiting worshipers.   
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First Hmong: A Church and Culture that Affirms its Youth while Honoring its Tradition  

  
 Rev. Tou-Chao Her is a young adult pastor with energy and passion for 

his congregation. His sermons are preached in the traditional language of the 

Hmong people. He teaches the biblical stories and ministers to the cares and 

needs of a grateful adult parish. Older members are revered and treated with 

honor at times of worship. But the chapel at Kilgo UMC where the First Hmong 

parish gathers for worship is filled with children and youth, all of whom speak 

both their native tongue and English as a second language. Last year Rev. Her 

completed the five-year Course of Study as a Local Pastor. He traveled each 

summer to Evanston, Illinois, in order to join with a fellowship of Hmong pas-

tors-in-training. He continues to grow as a teacher, preacher and theologian in 

the United Methodist Church. The Hmong community is an integral part of 

Kilgo UMCôs practice of radical hospitality. The children of First Hmong con-

stitute most of the enrollment in Kilgoôs program of Christian education for 

children. This partnership continues to bring vitality both to the congregation of First Hmong and to the membership 

of Kilgo UMC. The churchôs Building Committee will meet in June with the districtôs Location and Building Com-

mittee in order to discuss how to develop land purchased by this congregation that has potential as a site for recrea-

tion, picnic, gardening, and eventually a sanctuary for worship. 

  On May 16th Charlotte District Superintendent George Thompson attended the eleven oôclock worship ser-

vice and witnessed the special sermon in English for children and youth pictured here with the story-telling of Rev. 

Her. Pictured here are also a few of the children and youth that attend each week. While preserving the past and hon-

oring the Hmong culture, this congregation is planted in the future through the enthusiasm of these many youngsters.   

 

A few of the youth at First Hmong. 

Children at First Hmong. 

Rev. Tou Her, pastor of First Hmong. 



 

 

    
 This yearôs banquet was held on May 20th at Pineville UMCôs marvel-

ous Crossroads Center. The host church provided greetings from Senior Pastor 

Tom Stinson-Wesley, entertainment by the churchôs dance troupe, 

ñMsSteps,ò (featured here in photographs) and the serving of a delicious meal 

by a team of volunteers. Thirty-three laity were recognized during the program 

and presented certificates of appreciation.  

 Every church in the district is encouraged to select a person (or per-

sons) from the congregationôs membership each year that represents signifi-

cantly the mission and caring nature of that particular church. Since this is an 

annual recognition opportunity, the honor may be shared through the years in 

a way that recognizes outstanding examples of self-sacrifice throughout the 

membership of churches, both small and large. This is not a program of com-

petition that recognizes only overt examples of explicit acts of faithfulness. Some of the recipients this year are those who 

minister in quiet, unobtrusive ways. Edith Smith of Matthews UMC, for example, could not be present at the Pineville 

celebration; but she is 102 years in age and attends her church with regularity, providing a profound witness merely by her 

life-time of devotion and service to Christ. She is a valued member of the Card Ministry at her church.  She writes per-

sonal notes of encouragement to those who are homebound, in the hospital, and/or recovering at home.  Hundreds of 

church members and their families have been blessed by her involvement in that ministry. Ushers direct her to a special 

spot in the sanctuary that allows her to see and hear clearly.  She never fails to offer constructive feedback to the pastors 

about their sermons.  She is definite proof that God isnôt through with her yet and that she loves serving Him.  

 District Lay Leader Irma Ellwanger summarized the contributions of other recipients of the Laity Award:     

ñOne recipient started Room in the Inn at their church; another organized the Crop Walk at their church, another minis-

tered to earthquake victims in Haiti; one served in the Epiphany Prison Ministry, a recipient participated in Habitat for 

Humanity, was active in the prayer ministry, has weathered many storms in life but continued through those storms to be a 

faithful church member, a loving family member and a great neighbor, .a person to be admired for an unshakeable faith in 

God. ñ  

 Irma continued to describe these special ones whom we recognized on this evening of affirmation:  ña 

mentor to children at local schoolséset up programs for homeless personségoes above and beyond what is expected of 

heré.provides free tax preparation for seniors and low income householdséyoung persons who are heavily involved in 

the their congregations and their communitieséalways looking for ways to meet the needs of otherséworks with youth 

and great example of what Christians should beé..caretaker to shut-ins who visits time and takes them shopping and to 

the doctor when neededéorganized a food pantry in their churché.exhibits an interest in developing those around her to 

serve God to the best of their abilitieséan encourager and nurturer who puts her love of the Lord first in her lifeé. A 

young person who works well with young and elderly church memberséopened the gym for the youth in the commu-

nityéa real asset to our churchéthe string that holds our church togetheréwill be working with Katrina families in Mis-

sissippiévolunteers at the local elementary schooléeducation is her passion and teaching others is her loveéThis person 

has been a dedicated member of his church for more than 40 years and served as church school superintendent for more 

than 20 yearsò.               

Irma Ellwanger, the Charlotte District Lay Leader, not only presided over the occasion but also guided the proc-

ess and planning for an event that will long be remembered, especially by friends and families of those who were honored. 

She said of these wonderful laity: ñThrough their spirituality and their devotion to the church and community, each Laity 

Award recipient truly exemplifies what we think a model Christian should be.ò  

 

Annual Laity Service Award Celebration  

JUNE 4,  2010  Page 14 



 

 

Around the Charlotte District  

JUNE 4,  2010  Page 15 

 

PENTECOST: A Red Letter Day at Myers Park UMC 

 May 23rd was a very special day in the life of Myers Park UMC. The theology of 

Pentecost was amplified through the reading of Romans 8:14-17 in the services, begin-

ning with the apostle Paulôs assertion, ñFor all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons 

(and daughters) of God.ò (v. 14) Scott Clippard sang a moving spiritual that interpreted 

the theology of the day: ñSinner, Please Donôt Let This Harvest Pass.ò James Howell, 

(pictured here following the early service), preached on this text and called for a celebra-

tion of the Holy Spirit in all of lifeðthe good times and the badðand a posture that sees 

oneôs life in the context of a harvest of grace that blesses all humankind. The Psalter les-

son (Psalm 104) amplified this message, as did the carefully selected hymns, including 

ñHoly Spirit, Come Conform Us.ò Several children were baptized on this Pentecost occa-

sion at the 8:30 a.m. service of worship.   

 The eleven oôclock hour was truly a Pentecostal moment for forty-four youth, 

nine adult mentors, and the gathering of grateful families. These young disciples pro-

fessed their faith openly and were confirmed into the faith family. One confirmand wrote 

of this day, ñThe coolest thing I learned in Confirmation class this year was how to act 

like a Christian to everyone.ò Now that is a testimony worthy of celebration!   

 Myers Park has recently launched a $650,000 ñsanctuary repair and renovation campaignò to include repairing 

peeled plaster, broken floor tiles and faded finish on the pews. The church conducts six services of worship each Sun-

day but will vacate the sanctuary from June 21st to August 5th. 

 

 

Pentecost at St. Luke 

 For several years now St. Luke UMC, across from the Shamrock Elemen-

tary School, has provided a profound and inclusive ministry to the children and 

families of that school. Many of these children have special needs due to their 

familiesô economic situation. All the children appreciate the unique attention they 

receive from this caring congregation of older adults. St. Luke has participated in 

the United Methodist program ñHand-In-Hand,ò by which a congregation virtually 

adopts a school. Many from the membership serve as mentors and special friends 

of students. They have consistently provided school supplies, books, and occasion-

ally shoes for the neediest of children. During each week in the afternoons a cadre 

of children is escorted by a school traffic-safety person across the street to the St. 

Luke church for musical instrument lessons. One of these students and her whole 

family were received into the membership of St. Luke on Pentecost Sunday, May 

23rd.  Honey Glines and Malea Redmond were baptized and thereby professed their 

faith in Christ. Nathan Glines was also baptized and received into membership, and 

her husband Joshua transferred his membership into this congregation of compas-

sion and spiritual vitality.   

 At the time of the baptism on May 23rd, many members came forward and 

embraced the Glines family as a sign of great Pentecostal joy. Rev. Richard Clough (pictured here with the children at 

the altar) has reminded the church for years that God never ceases to bless a people that are faithful to their mission.  

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior 

Pastor, Myers Park UMC. 



 

 

 

Every Sunday is Pentecost at the Ghana Mission 

 Worship is always an outburst of the Holy Spirit and the demonstration of powerful emotions at the Ghana Mis-

sion.  The mission is an outgrowth of the conviction, calling, theological training, and ordination of a member of Big 

Spring UMCðthe host church.  

 Emmanuel K. Boakye-Yiadom was working a job near the airport and, as a Methodist from Ghana, stumbled 

upon a small worshipping congregation at Big Springða church nearest the Douglas Airport Terminal. He was received 

into membership at this church and, through the encouragement of Rev. Gerald Ramsey, began his pilgrimage toward 

full -time Christian service through ordination in the United Methodist Church. Emmanuel attended Gordon Conwell 

School of Theology, became a candidate for ministry, and followed patiently the long process that has led to his ordina-

tion as a full-connection elder. He, his wife Janet, and their children have made many sacrifices in order to achieve this 

significant role of service within the United Methodist Church. The bishop has appointed him as pastor of the congrega-

tion he formedðthe Ghana Missionðand Hunterôs Chapel UMC in the Lake Norman region.  

 The faithful of the Ghana Mission gather at the Big Spring sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. for Sunday school. The les-

sons are taught while their pastor is in transit from his responsibilities earlier in the morning at Hunterôs Chapel. Worship 

in the Big Spring sanctuary usually begins at approximately 11:40 a.m., after the completion of the Bible lesson and Sun-

day school for congregants of all ages. After a reflective prelude on the piano or organ, there is a period of greeting in 

which everyone in the sanctuary has opportunity to speak a word of affection and personal salutation to every other wor-

shipper. Many men and women in attendance wear colorful African cloths. The offering is received as many dance joy-

fully down the center aisle toward a large vase that contains the contributions. Rev. Boakye-Yiadom preaches powerfully 

and energetically in the dialect of Ghana. He is interrupted with many an ñAmenò or ñHallelujah!ò When Brother Benja-

min prays on behalf of the congregation, many voices are heard as participants verbally add their own expressions of 

intercession in polyphony of words.  

 On May 23rd the story of Pentecost was read in two languages, but Emmanuelôs sermon was a demonstration of 

the movement of Godôs Spirit, in the tradition of that historical day in Jerusalem that marks the birthday of the Church of 

Jesus Christ. Approximately 150 persons regularly worship at this service. Even though the Ghana language is spoken, 

worship leaders make it easy for English-speaking guests to follow the meaning of the service. As on that day of long 

ago, many languages are spoken; but all clearly understand the message of salvation this is celebrated each time the 

Ghana Mission gathers for fellowship and praise.     

Around the Charlotte District  

JUNE 4,  2010  Page 16 

Many dance joyfully down the aisle to the offering  

container. 

Children following worship. 


