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The Western NC Con-
ference Pictorial Direc-
tory is now available.
The directory contains
the Conference Staff,
General Officers and
Clergy. The cost is
$10. Send your mail-
ing address along with
a check payable to

AWNCC Tr etas ur

Sandy Hargett, West-
ern NC Conference

UMC, PO Box 18005,
Charlotte, NC 28218.

The 2010 Western
North Carolina Confer-
ence Journal will be
available as a printed
book ($30) or CD
($10). Journal order
forms and checks are
due by July 30th.
Order form available at
www.chardist.org,
click

fidownl

George E. Thompson, District Superintendent

E -Connectio

this issue

Clergy Events
Children/Youth at Ebenezer
Missions/Outreach

Upcoming Events

Holy Conferencing Beside the Lake of Our Heritage

It was abundantly clear that the
delegates at Lake Junaluska did not
want to depart from our nearly-sixty year
heritage of conferencing by the lakeside.
The place has become our Galilean Sea
and sacred terra firma. | am more than
willing to accept this decision for our fu-
ture gatherings as long as we are honest
about the reality: Stuart Auditorium will
never be able to hold much more than
sixth percent of the designated dele-
gates; the SEJ is not likely to approve
spending money for
terd in order to a
ference for three to four days; this audito-
rium will remain hot in the summer and
cold in the winter; we cannot effectively
have legislative committee meetings be-
cause it takes too much time to transport
delegates to buildings all around the
lake; about forty percent of the delega-
tion will treat the Conference as a time
for recreation and fellowship, not the
business of the Church.

None the less, | step aside with
my personal opinions and rejoice in the
heritage of holy conferencing that keeps
us nostalgically coming back to this place
of inconveniences. Our Episcopal guest
last month, Bishop Janice Riggle Huie of
the Houston Area and immediate past
President of the UMC Council of Bish-

ops, has affirmed the tradition that
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brings us together with such eagerness
when she said, "In much of the Western
world, results are measured in terms of
winners and losers. Holy Conferencing
does not work that way. It focuses on
discerning where God is leading us. It
focuses on prayer, rational and respect-
ful conversation, and a belief that with
God, all things are possible."

Holy conferencing is one of the
essential disciplines of all Christian, ac-
cording to our
JofincVdenley &nmew that being eefollewer
of desus ¢ adt & privata jeurn€yoitris-col-
lective and communal. We are con-
nected by a common vision (the coming
Kingdom of God) and explicit mission (to
make disciples). Thus, our coming to-
gether for strategic planning, corporate
celebration, ordaining, and commission-
ing is our sacred duty.

Due to an abbreviated session in
June, cut short by one full day due to
budgetary restraints, we literally did not
complete our work at Lake Junaluska.
On June 29™ Bishop Larry Goodpaster
called for a Special Session of the West-
ern NC Annual Conference for Saturday,
Aug. 21, 10 a.m., at Lake Junaluska .
The sole purpose of the called session is
to officially approve the final 2011 Con-
ference Budget. (continued on page 2)
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How do we stay
grounded in our Chris-
tian tradition and voca-
tion in this age of rapid-
fire and growing de-
pendence on social net
working and other new
technologies? Join us
Oct. 11-12 as we ex-
plore the future of
Christian witness to
Godods
the world alongside
Bishop N.T. Wright,

unf ol

journalist and author

Andy Crouch, Pastor
Rob Bell, and Bishop
Vashti McKenzie in ad-
dition to Duke Divinity
School faculty.
Register now at
www.divinity.duke.edu/
cps/livingwitness

(Continued from pagel) No other business will be conducted. On the day before this deci-
sion, the bishop met by phone conference with the Cabinet to explain why he recom-

O ®nended this unconventional action. He explained that the legislative action of a motion

made from the floor and adopted by the delegates on Saturday of Annual Conference was
in violation of the rules of the Discipline. That legislative decision referred the final budget-
ing proposal to the Connectional Table. In the hours after adjournment Bishop Goodpaster
studied Decision 785 of the Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church and read this
defining statement:

AThe Judici al Counci l has ruled consi
delegate to any other entity responsibilities which have been granted to the Annual Confer-
ence by the Constitution...This legislation would allow such unconstitutional delegation of
responsibility. o

Bishop Goodpaster has consequently written, il n | i ght of
other Judicial Council decisions), and in light of the action taken on June 12, 2010, it is my
opinion that the actions of the Western North Carolina Conference related to the budget of
2011 were not consistent with The Book of Discipline; therefore, the actions to refer certain
matters to other entities were in violation of the law and the spirit of the Constitution of The
United Methodist Church. In essence, this means that our conference does not have a
budget for 2011.0

The bishop and Cabinet regret the inconvenience that this circumstance creates.
We would rather forgo this additional expense in money and time; but we are bound by the
General Church rules that govern our denomination. | am certain that this would have been
averted with ample discussion time and opportunity for CF&A to report back to those as-
sembled in Stuart Auditorium. By shortening the Conference, we are penny wise and
pound foolish. Note that additional details regarding the one-day special session will be
published in upcoming issues of WNCC e-NEWS.

A healthy /Annual Conference is one in which delegates set aside personal prefer-
ences and affirm the will and wisdom of the total body. This is still the spirit and enthusiasm
of our beloved WNC Annual Conference. Let
so that we may truly embody the mandate of Methodism articulated by Wesley when he
sai@at dh on fire with enthusiasm and

Let the fire burn each time we conference at Lake Junaluska!

Grace and peace,

George

George E. Thompson
Charlotte District Superintendent

Greetings from Leadership Education at Duke Divinity! Please save the dates of
November 15 -17, 2010 to join Elders from the Western North Carolina Annual Con-
ference at Camp Kanuga for a time of inspiration and growth in ministry. Details
about the event, the schedule and how to register will be coming to you soon. But

pl ease do mark your calendars and fAsave
guestions or concerns, please do not hesitate to be in contact with our office. We
look forward to having you with us in November!

Blessings, Deanna Johnson, Program Coordinator
Leadership Education at Duke Divinity 919-613-5324 (ofc)

Stay Tuned:
http://www.divinity.duke.edu/learningforlife/programs/elders
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Zac along with his mother and Ebenezerdés 2010 Graduating Seni

Rev. Hollar on his Confirmation Day. Swift, Ashely Bradley, and Matthew Welty.

Children and Youth at Belmont: Ebenezer

The children and youth are alive and well at Ebenezer in Belmont. They have enjoyed a great spring, and
summer is off to a super start. We have two childrends
dren have worked with rhythm instruments and singing while the older children have been learning hand chimes. The
children participate in worship during the school year once a month singing and playing. On May 30™ the children
were recognized for their choir participation for the second year and received a pearl placed on their individual choir
pins.
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During the school year the children attend Childrenos

experience worship through DVDs, music, hands on experiences, communion, offering time, and prayer time. The
children learned the Ap o s t | e Glas spEimgeTdealAffirmation of Faith on Pentecost was led by our children as they
recited the creed.

Ebenezer is fortunate to have one mid-high youth, Zac Spainhour, a rising eighth grader. For the last year we
have put our connectionalism into practice. Zac attends the Mid-High UMY at Park Street UMC. This gives him the
opportunity to attend a youth group that meets on a regular basis. We should encourage more connectionalism in our
smaller churches so that all our youth have opportunities to participate in an active youth program. Zac was confirmed
on Palm Sunday. He attended confirmation classes with Rev. Hollar for an eight week study. Rev. Hollar, Zac and his
mother Cheryl Spainhour, attended the Bi s ho p 6 s C o n fati Pfeiffea University irbtheyspring. This event was
quite fun and very meaningful.

Three of our five senior high youth at Ebenezer were 2010 high school graduates. These three have had a
very busy year but found time to help with yard sales, mission projects, CROP Walk, choir, hand bells and other activi-
ties at the church. Our five youth lend a helping hand with the younger children any time they are asked. They are ex-
cellent role models for our younger group. Several participated in the 30-hour Famine this past spring.

On Sunday, June 6™ we celebrated graduation Sunday. The Education Chairperson along with others worked
diligently to prepare for this service. A PowerPoint presentation highlighting our graduates was presented following
Rev. Hol l ards challenge to the graduates as well as to
place in the church. The service received great responses from the graduates and their families as well as the congre-
gation. It was a wonderful day in the life of Ebenezer.

The children are now registering for VBS and hope to have neighborhood children to join them July 25-28.
Our youth will help with music, games and crafts with the children. At Ebenezer our numbers may be small but the
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Spirit is exploding. Webve shared only a snapshot at what

look forward to seeing what our children will do in the coming months.

We are so proud of what is happening with our children and youth at Ebenezer. Life has been restored and
we will not allow it to die. Our children are true examples for following Jesus, making disciples and transforming the
world.
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