
 

 

Reflections Upon the New Year (and a new decade) 

 by Your District Superintendent 

 
 When our Board for the Charlotte District Academy for Christian 

Discipleship met in order to plan for the 2010 District Leadership Con-

ference (DLC), the board members wanted the event to be related to a 

common theme, touching the lives of United Methodists from churches 

of all sizes. The group began developing consensus around the prevailing 

challenge of proclaiming the gospel of hope and regeneration in a cul-

tural climate of fear, polarization, intimidation, and incivility. George 

Ragsdale, Associate Pastor at Myers Park and active member of the 

board, introduced the group to the comprehensive, affirmative reflections 

of Scott Bader-Saye in his engaging and convincing book, Following 

Jesus in a Culture of Fear. This cohesive planning group eagerly en-

dorsed the proposal to invite Dr. Bader-Saye to provide the keynote ad-

dress for our Charlotte District DLC scheduled for January 23rd, 9 a.m.-

1 p.m., at St. Stephen UMC.   

 I recommend that laity and clergy alike read this book in preparation for the DLC and as 

a compelling alternative to the atmosphere of fear that threatens the spiritual focus of our 

churches. Our keynoter has observed the impact of fear upon the national psyche, especially its 

insidious control of the stewardship priorities of the people. We have become a culture that finds 

it difficult to practice radical hospitality at the very time in which our culture is becoming sig-

nificantly diverse in race and ethnicity. The message of the gospel is antithetical to the culture of 

fear, for Christ embodied the fullness of Godôs love which has the power to cast out all fears. 

Convincingly Dr. Bader-Saye argues that a people immersed in fear cannot be generous with 

money or friendships. While the parables of Jesus invoke the spirit of inner security and trust in 

Godôs providence, ñthe culture of fear promotes the idea that the accumulation of wealth is a 

reasonable response to uncertain times.ò Our special guest will speak prophetically to a new 

generation of courageous leaders, encouraging us to become a people whose vision of the future 

is focused upon Godôs kingdomðthe highest good and only reliable source of our authentic se-

curity.  

 This is a liberating message for the leaders of all our committees and activities within 

the life of our churches. A fearless church is truly engaged in a Christ-centered evangelism that 

embraces diversity, welcoming those who are unlike our present membership in age, race, ethnic 

origin, or economic status. A fearless church engages in risk-taking missional opportunities that 

address real needs within our community where affordable housing, a safe environment for chil-

dren, and qualitative medical care are flagrant deficiencies. Dr. Bader-Saye insists that the 

church needs leaders (lay and clergy) who realize that ñfearlessnessò is also a bad idea.  Dr. 

Bader-Saye makes a distinction between ñservile fearò (the servant who fears punish-

ment of the master) and ñfilial fearò (the relationship of a child to a  loving parent who  
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provides the guidance of discipline). Scottôs timely and provocative book provides a theology of hope and authentic se-

curity for those who will provide vision and leadership for our Charlotte District churches as we move with confidence 

into the next decade. A church that is immersed in the morass of fear will give primary focus to its survival, will pre-

dictably decline, and eventually die. A church grounded in providential trust through faith in the risen Christ will take 

intelligent, exciting risks and will ultimately grow.  

 Already some of you have placed the promotional material from this office into your worship bulletin as an in-

sert or newsletter communication, inviting leaders and members to attend on January 23rd. I encourage you to enlist 

many more in this unique opportunity for challenge and inspiration.  

 Bishop Larry Goodpaster has articulated a courageous vision for growth and revitalization within all our 

churches through the Power of Three. Palpable change will never occur, however, if we keep on doing the same things, 

even with increased exuberance and determination. The definition of insanity is the act of doing the same things, expect-

ing different results. The churches of the Charlotte District must launch into uncharted territories, with untried missional 

initiatives and some new structures or parish alignments (such as the cooperative parish) in order to revitalize our declin-

ing congregations. To this end, Bishop Goodpaster has insisted that more of the time and focus of the district superinten-

dentôs office be sent in providing consultation to selected churches. Thus, I am not asking churches to become fearless in 

innovation while this sixty-six year old DS keeps on doing what superintendents have done through the past four dec-

ades. New seasons teach new duties. And the DSôs job description has been heavy on management and light on mission, 

strong on record-keeping and weak on analysis, disproportionately attuned to the minutia of administration and light on 

insightful, effective consultation.  

 Things will change for all the superintendents under the passionate, creative and confident leadership of Larry 

Goodpaster. I welcome this change of focus! Contact me if you wish for your church to be considered as a place for 

qualitative exploration and consultation with your DS.  

    Grace and peace, 

    George 
    George Thompson, Charlotte District Superintendent 
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District Leadership Conference 2010  

  

Do not fear: Fearless Church 
Leadership in a Fearful  

Culture. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHARLOTTE 

DLC 
District 

Leadership 
Conference 

 
Saturday 

January 23, 2010 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 

St. Stephen 
United Methodist 

Church 
6800 Sardis Road 
Charlotte, NC 

 

Fearless Spiritual Gifts 
Presenter: Rev. Judi Hunt 
Christian Educators, Education Chairs 
Teaching our congregation how to identify 
and deploy their spiritual gifts is one of the 
most exciting roles we have as church leaders. 
When people discover the particular ways 
God has crafted them, they are freed to serve 
the people of God with joy! The MAGI 
process is one way to build gift-based ministry 
into the life of your church. It has made a 
difference at Matthews UMC in the incidence, 
quality and character of our servant leaders. 

 

Fearless Missions 
Presenters:  Mark Franza,  
Lisa Howell, Rev. Pam Carter 
We will discuss local, regional and 
international missions: the impact, the start up, 
and actual implementation. Discover how 
your church can link locally, regionally and 
internationally with churches in the Charlotte 
District to make an impact.   

 

Fearless Ministry of Finance 
Presenter: Bob James 
Funding the ministries of the church in a 
tough economic climate, to allow the glory of 
the Lord to shine in darkness. 

 

The Fearless Trustee 
Presenters: Mickey Fisher, Chip Hand 
Making the church a 7-day a week facility.  
Ministry to our members and with our 
community. 

 

Fearless SPR/PPR Committee  Members 
Presenters: Rev. George Thompson,  
David Parr 
Serving, supporting and loving the staff of 
your church. 
 

~~~ 
 

Prayer Room: During our  conference 

please stop by and spend some quiet time with 

God.  Also discover how your church can 

create this sacred space. 

Fearless Ministry With Children 
Presenter: Rev. Rhonda Hermann 

Helping children engage in engaging ministry 

and intentional missions of the church. 

 

No Fear Youth Ministry:   

Abounding Hope through Generation 

OMG! 
Presenter: Rev. Brandon Dirks 

In a time of heightened stress and fear, Youth 

Ministry can have the greatest effect on restor-

ing hope in the lives of teens, families, and the 

church.  This refreshing workshop will provide 

you with four simple, yet exciting tools that are 

ñantidotes to anxietyò and can empower your 

youth ministry to be the churchôs laboratory of 

hope for an anxious world!  

 

Fearless Older Adult Ministries 
Presenters: Rev. Lisa Martinez & BJ Vance 

Healthy, vibrant, meaningful  ministries with 

our older adults. 

 

Fearless Technology Ministries 
Presenters: Ken Garfield, Kelly Keesling 

Communication Ministry  

Like Jesus we strive to be creative and relevant, 

reaching people in changing ways. But are we 

up to speed with the technological changes 

over the years, much less last week? And what 

forms of media should you use and how? 

Where do you begin with all the software, net-

working and apps? And what if we don't have 

money to spend on all of it? This workshop is 

about figuring out what our first or next step 

should be in becoming an open-source church.  

 

Fearless Council on Ministry  

Leadership 
Presenter: Benita Lefft 

Council Chairs and Leaders 

Leading ministries, focusing on the mission of 

the church, and encouraging others to be the 

church God calls us to be. 

Workshops 
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Lay Speaking Training  

Lay Speaking Ministry  
Charlotte District  

2010 K`x Rod`jdqƍr Sq`hmhmf 

                                                             

 

The Charlotte District is excited to announce its 2010 Lay Speaking training courses. 

 
The training is open to all.  You will have the opportunity to gain valuable experience, knowledge, and confidence that will serve 

you in your ministry.  Lay Speaking courses are offered in basic and advanced classes.  The goal is to provide effective leadership 

in our churches through the laity.  Whether you teach Sunday school or lead a Bible study you will gain valuable insights into how 

to become an effective leader in your chosen ministry.  Every Church Lay Leader should be a certified lay speaker.  The basic 

(new certification) curriculum focuses on the many ways lay speakers are called to be in ministry.  Our advanced (renewal 

certification) curriculum this year is ñLay Speakers Grow Spiritually thru Daily Disciplineò using the workbook ñDevotional Life 

in the Wesleyan Tradition.ò   

Visit www.gbod.org to obtain information on Laity and Lay Speaking Ministry. 

 

In His Service, 

Betty Warner     Irma Ellwanger  

Betty Warner     Irma Ellwanger  

District Director of Lay Speaking  District Lay Leader 
 

cc:  2007 Lay Speakers, Lay Leaders, Pastors 

 

 

                                    2010 Basic/Advanced Lay Speaker Training 

 

Dates: Monday nights in February (Feb. 1, 8, 15 and 22)   

Time: Registration 6 p.m., Class 6:30 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m. 

Location:  St. Andrewôs UMC, 1900 Emerywood Drive, Charlotte NC 28210  

Cost:  $5 Basic Course (New Certification), $15 Advanced (Renewal Certification)   
--------------------------------------------------% -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Registration Form for Lay Speakerôs Training ï Charlotte District  

February 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2010 

 

Name:  ____________________________________ Church: ____________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _____________________________ City, State Zip:_______________________________ 

 

Home Phone:  _____________________________ Office Phone: _______________________________ 
 

We pass along the cost to persons taking the course. This year our material costs are lower, thus the lower cost to you. 

 

 _____Basic (New Certification) $5 per person       or      _____Advanced (Renewal Certification) $15 per person   

 

    Total Amount   Enclosed   $______ 

 

Pastorôs Signature __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make check payable to Charlotte Methodist District Fund and mark for LSCS and mail by January 25th to:  

Charlotte District Office, The United Methodist Church, 4108 Park Road, Suite 101, Charlotte, NC 28209 
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First UMC, Mt. Holly  

On December 13, 2009, the Chancel Choir and Covenant Rock vocalists of First UMC, Mt. 

Holly, under the able guidance of Music Director Jeff Ingle, presented a variety of anthems that 

celebrated the gospel's story of incarnation. Child of Peace, a musical arrangement by Mark 

Hayes with words by Pamela Martin, was presented to a packed sanctuary. The biblically-

based narrative was read by the churchôs pastor, Dr. Larry Kimel and his wife Diane. Seven-

teen skilled musicians played in the orchestra. Sally Davis provided organ and piano accompa-

niment. Two lovely Chrismon trees punctuated the sanctuary and a cascade of poinsettias aug-

mented the chancelôs adorned space. An annual Christmas cantata at First UMC has become an 

event anticipated by the entire community, and attendance and enthusiasm at its presentation 

continues to increase each year.  

 

 

Providenceôs Joy Class 

The Joy Class is much more than a Sunday school group that 

gathers once a week at Providence UMC for a biblical lesson. 

This extraordinary group is Christian community with an in-

tense spirit of love, a dedication to serving Jesus Christ, and 

an exuberant joy that is contagious throughout the congrega-

tion. This outstanding ministry of Providence began approxi-

mately ten years ago when residents of several UMAR homes 

began coming together to this church for worship. Through 

the efforts of Vernon and Susan Paterson, Russ and Ruth Montfort, Joe and 

Dolores Jones, and Dan and Lisette Helveston; the Joy Class has become a ministry of and to the congregation. These 

young adults gather on Sunday morning for singing and sharing the events of the week. They join in the mid-week 

meal on Wednesday and share in the fellowship of an evening of fun, music and interaction with those in attendance. 

Many of these young adults are now members of the congregation. Some serve as ushers, greeters, CROP walkers, 

participants in mission, and other expressions of discipleship. Most of all, the Joy Class brings the authentic gift of joy 

and radiance to the lives of all who experience their presence. In these photos the group has gathered on December 

13th in the Atrium at Providence UMC for a Christmas meal prepared by Delores Jones and several volunteers. Dan 

Helveston is leading the band of musicians. 

Around the District  

JANUARY 20,  2010  Page 5 



 

 

Around the District  

 Good Shepherd UMC 

 On December 15th Bishop Larry Goodpaster and Charlotte District Superintendent George Thompson met 

with the program staff of Good Shepherd UMC, a congregation that now has the third highest worship attendance in 

the Annual Conference (just below Christ UMC, Hickory, and Matthews UMC). For example, the worship attendance 

for the services of worship during the week of Christmasð-December 24 & 27ð-was 2,652, with giving to the gen-

eral budget just under $50,000. Bishop Goodpaster scheduled the session of dialogue in order to discover more about 

the reasons for the growth of this ten-year old churchðits dynamics in worship, its passion for evangelism, and its 

clarity of mission. The program staff works in cohesive concert upon each component of the churchôs mission. Wor-

ship themes are outlined for the entire year and result in a series of challenging experiences in music, drama, video, 

and sermonic presentations. During May-July of 2009, one series explored what critical things unchristian people are 

saying about those in the church that need to be heard non-defensively; many are saying that we of the church are 

closed minded, judgmental, hypocritical, and insensitive. Each of these critical categories was examined with the in-

tention of producing attitudinal change within the church. During December four stories of Christmas that are known 

through popular cinema were explored in light of the biblical narrative. This creative effort to be faithful and relevant 

has resulted in a membership that averages younger than forty in age. Bishop Goodpaster asked many questions about 

the various facets of the churchôs lifeðage groups, diversity in race and ethnic background, the clear focus upon spe-

cific mission projects, small groups and Christian education at Good Shepherd, and a stewardship program that does 

not allow for any fund raisers and is based upon the teaching of biblical tithing.  
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Pictured here is Bishop Goodpaster with Senior Pastor 

Talbot, with photos of tennis greats in the background. 

(Talbot played on the Princeton University varsity tennis 

team as an undergraduate.) 

Program staff at the session: Left to right, Talbot 

Davis (Senior Pastor), Superintendent George 

Thompson, Ron Dozier (Director of Missions and 

Community Impact), John Pavlovitz (Director of 

Student Ministries), Rebecca Grayson (Director of 

Connections and Communications), Rich Tuttle 

(Associate Pastor for Congregational Care), 

Bishop Goodpaster, and Chris Macedo (Director 

of Music and Coordinator of Worship). 



 

 

Around the District  

  

First UMC, Charlotte  

On the Saturday evening of December 19th, First UMC, Charlotte, was host 

to an extraordinary musical experience through a concert by Renaissanceða 

premiere choral ensemble directed by Robert Pritchard who directs the 

Chancel Choir at Dilworth UMC. The concert, entitled Christmas in the City, 

was very well attended in a sanctuary that is acoustically perfect for the tone 

quality of such a performing group. Voices of Renaissance are some of the 

most talented singers from around the metropolitan area, some of whom sing 

in United Methodist choirs or teach music in area schools. Some of the selec-

tions were from well-know classical composers such as Gustav Holst, Sergei 

Rachmaninoff, and Felix Mendelssohn. Compositions and arrangements by 

Paul Lohman, Philip Ledger, Robert J. Powell, and Vincent Lubeck were 

introduced by Mr. Pritchard. The Advent decorations provided by First UMC 

especially embellished the quality and spiritual ambiance of the sacred occa-

sion. 

 

 

Matthews UMC 
 

The fourth Sunday of Advent is a magical day in the life of most of our churches, and 

the three morning times of worship at Matthews UMC were filled with splendor, 

charm, humor, and warmth of spirit. Children of the church enacted the nativity narra-

tive, with the smallest dressed as lambs who accompanied the shepherds that came to 

Bethlehem. Rev. Ken Lyon preached an engaging sermon that encourage all worship-

pers to prepare for the birth of Christ anew in our hearts by bringing honor to the One 

who is to come. Pictured here is Rev. Lyon, wearing an alb and Christmas stole. Also 

pictured is one of the ñsheepò in the drama. 
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Around the District  

Victory UMC  

The only Charlotte District church in Union County is 

now Victory UMC in Indian Trail. While this congrega-

tion may be one of the smallest member churches of the 

district, it is large of spirit and genuine in hospitality. 

Through the years the members have sponsored major 

mission efforts to express compassion to Native Ameri-

cans in an Oklahoma reservation. Victory UMC has a new 

greeting sign at its parking lot entrance. Pictured here on 

the Sunday before Christmas is Pastor Greg Collins and 

his wife Bonnie standing before the sanctuary's Chrismon 

tree. 

 

Providence Sponsors a Family 

During a horrendous time in Eastern Europe in the last decade ethnic cleansing was 

occurring in Bosnia. Providence UMC decided to sponsor a Moslem familyðthe 

Rizvanowics. Together the family and the church 

built a Habitat house, found jobs for the parents 

and a son, and placed the daughter in a Mecklen-

burg County high school. This December that 

daughter, who came to this country with very little 

knowledge of the English language, graduated 

from UNC-Charlotte. In celebration of this ac-

complishment and in tribute to a family that has 

immeasurably blessed the members of Providence with friendship and love, the spon-

soring team held a drop-in reception in the churchôs parlor. David Alkire, who is pro-

ficient in German (a language spoken by several in the family) and a crucial component for the sponsoring team, is here 

in conversation with Edina. Rev. Bill Jeffries of Providence is shown here in conversation with Mr. Rizvanowic. George 

Thompson was present to add his appreciation to the church for its faithfulness and to communicate words of affirmation 

to a very happy Edina. 

 

 

Mouzon Partners with Bethlehem Center 

Mouzon UMC partnered with Bethlehem Center and 

hosted a gathering of children that are served by the 

Center in a festive brunch/breakfast with Santa. Chil-

dren who attend the church's preschool program were 

also present with their families for this lively morning. 

Pictured here are children in costume or those having 

their faces painted. The Helm family of Mouzon espe-

cially enjoyed the activities.  
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Around the District  

First Sunday of the Year at Mouzon 
 

On the first Sunday of the New Year, Mouzon observed the season Christmastide (the 

tenth day of Christmas) in anticipation of Epiphany. A renewal of baptism liturgy was 

observed. Various members gathered around the Chrismon tree following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation for 2010 Lay Speaker Training 

 
Those who will be leading the 2010 School for Lay Speaker Training gathered in 

early January to share insights from their preparation for the event at St. Andrews 

UMC during the consecutive Mondays of February. Pictured here are Elizabeth Hol-

brooks (who will be teaching the basic course), Irma Ellwanger (Charlotte District 

Lay Leader and promoter of the event), Rev. Mark Andrews (pastor of First UMC, 

Belmont, and instructor in the Advanced course), Rev. Judy Hunt (Associate Pastor at 

Matthews UMC and instructor in the Advanced course), Betty Warner (Director of 

the school), and John Harmerling (member of Myers Park UMC and Associate Lay 

Leader who delivered the Laity Address at the 2009 Annual Conference). 

 

 

 

Advent at St. Paul UMC 
 

At the beginning of Advent St. Paul UMC distributed throughout 

its neighborhood and among relationships outside the congrega-

tion thousands of invitations to participate in the various services 

and activities of the church, with particular emphasis upon the 6 

p.m. Christmas Eve Eucharistic service. The members were chal-

lenged to invite personally co-workers, friends, and acquaintances 

who do not have a church home. Perhaps it came as no surprise to 

these lay evangelists that the sanctuary was packed on that sacred 

evening. Carols were sung with the assistance of projected words 

upon the chancel wall. Rev. A.J. Thomas provided the voice of 

radical hospitality for all who came to St. Paul UMC seeking for 

a community of faith where the message of the incarnation is cen-

tral. The Eucharist was served to all who came by the pastor and 

Charlotte District Superintendent to all who desired the sacra-

ment. Candles were lighted for the singing of "Silent Night" and 

receiving of a Christmas blessing. 
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Missions  

 

 

 

ñMissionsô Alive ï WIREDò ï There is an interactive Newsletter available at http://sites.google.com/a/wnccumcmail.org/

wncc-missions/.  Persons may submit their comments onto the page.  As districts and local churches perform mission pos-

sibilities they may submit these to Mike Collins (mcollins@wnccumc.org) or one of the collaborators (to be named by 

February).  The page will be updated as new materials are sent into the missionsô office or to one of our collaborators.  

 

ñGo: A Passport to Southeast Asiaò ï This is a DVD/CD Vacation Bible School curriculum written by members of the 

Western North Carolina Conference studying the United Methodist Church work in Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Viet-

nam. It will be available for purchase. The cost will be $20.00 covering our cost of producing the material and providing 

funds for the next edition ï Africa ï to be made available for the 2012 VBS.  Those interested in purchase should contact 

Laura Diviney (ldiviney@wnccumc.org) at the Conference Memorial Center!  A volunteer will be asked to take on this 

activity by February.  The series may be used in addition to or in place of other Vacation Bible School curriculums.  It 

will be available in the Spring for previews. 

 

Additional Mission/Outreach information at http://www.wnccumc.org/mis/mission-outreach.htm 

 

 

 

Poverty Initiative Phase 3  

GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINE   EXTENDED 

The deadline for grant applications has been extended to Sunday, January 31 for the Poverty 

Initiative Phase 3 Celebration.  Come join Bishop Goodpaster and members of the Poverty 

Initiative design team in a celebration for what Western NC Conference churches are doing 

in ministry to and with the poor.  The Celebration will take place on Saturday, February 27 

at First UMC, Conover.  This is the third in a series of events held as we grapple with our 

response to the poverty among us. 

 

The main focus of the celebration will be to hear stories of what local churches are doing in ministry to and with the 

poor.  UM Churches across the WNC Conference are invited to apply for $4000 in grants that will be awarded at the 

February 27 event.  Because of monetary restrictions, only UM churches who are considered rural churches according to 

The Duke Endowment and/or are in partnership with rural churches according to The Duke Endowment will be eligible 

to apply for and receive grants.   

 

Deadline for grant applications to be submitted has been extended to January 31.  Grant applications should be sent to 

the office of Rev. Dr. James Graves in the Conference office.  The deadline for persons to register for this day of celebra-

tion is February 15.  Registration fee for the event is $10 (which includes the cost of lunch).  

 

Put February 27 on your calendar, and plan to join in this great event.  Send in your grant application and let us hear the 

story of your church, and send in your registration and fee to hear the stories of others.  To get the grant application, 

please go to the following link:  http://www.wnccumc.org/chs/chs-events.htm  
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Prayer Breakfast  

 

United Methodist Menôs Prayer Breakfast 

The Charlotte District Methodist Men will hold a special prayer breakfast February 20, 2010 

from 9-11 AM at University City UMC, 3835 West WT Harris Blvd., Charlotte.  Guest 

speaker Larry Davis, Business Coordinator, MS UMC Disaster Response.   Entertain-

ment to be provided by Dwight Moody. 

 

 

Join Us in Prayer 
We invite you to join with us in prayer and fellowship. Pray for volunteers, Disaster Response Center staff, and espe-

cially for those living on the Mississippi Gulf Coast whom we seek to serve. Support the volunteer teams in prayer going 

to the Gulf Coast. Use it as a way for your congregation to participate during UMC team's mission trips. 

Call:  Mark Franza 704-661-6620 

 

The Charlotte District Katrina Relief Task Force will make a special presentation regarding mission relief work cur-

rently being completed in the Gulf Coast of Mississippi and how your United Methodist Men's Group can join in this 

important mission work. 

 

Hurricane Katrina on August 29, 2005, destroyed or damaged numerous houses. With the gift of labor from volunteers 

from around the country and donations from countless others we are able to help qualifying people move from temporary 

housing into Safe, Sanitary, and Secure homes. 

 

ñRecovery from Katrina will take years. Many organizations offer the good gift of emergency assistance after a disaster. 

Very few remain for the long work of relief and recovery. The call of God to us is the call to perseverance. We look to 

the Mississippi United Methodist Katrina Response staff to lead us in this healing work.ò - Bishop Hope Morgan Ward 

 

United Methodist volunteers are making a difference every day as they help heal hearts and homes in Mississippi. Hurri-

cane Katrina destroyed more than 65,000 homes just in the six southernmost counties of Mississippi. Through the Mis-

sissippi United Methodist Katrina Response, teams of volunteers are helping families in need rebuild their homes and 

lives, one by one. 

 

Even as the 2005 storm fades farther into history, the need for volunteers continues. The staff at the Mississippi United 

Methodist Disaster Response Center can help you plan a mission trip for one, a few, or a large group. 

 
Matthew 25:40  And the king will answer them, ñTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.ò 
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Haiti: Pray - Give - Connect  

WNCC United Methodists Safe as Disaster  Response  

Organizes Relief to Haiti 
      

Western NC United Methodists from three different churches are safe following the 

devastating earthquake which hit Haiti on Jan. 12. Pam Carter of Providence UMC, 

Kevin Wright and a team from Myers Park UM return to Charlotte Jan. 15. Al and Gail 

Beisiegel of Blair Rd. UMC, Mint Hill, suffered only minor injuries and are still in 

Haiti.  We extend condolences to the families of Clint Rabbs, UM VIM Leader and 

Rev. Sam W. Dixon, Jr., Director of UM Committee on Relief (UMCOR), who lost 

their lives in as a result of injuries from the Haiti earthquake.  

 

WNCC Coordinator of Mission/Outreach Mike Collins is coordinating efforts by the 

conference to respond to the disaster. Funding is the most critical need. Contributors 

may give online at http://www.wnccumc.org/vim/haitiresponse.htm where 100 per-

cent of the donations go directly to responding to this disaster.  Other ways WNCC 

United Methodists may respond are by:  

Donating UMCOR Health Kits (most urgent), Bedding Kits and Layette Kits.  

        These kits will be collected Jan. 27-28 at relief collection points (see below)    

        throughout the conference. 

Partnering with Stop Hunger Now by funding and packing meals. 

Signing up at www.umvim.org/haiti if you wish to volunteer in the future.   

Bulletin inserts that may be reproduced and distributed to congregations on Sun-  
       day are now downloadable from the WNCC Web site (www.wnccumc.org). 
 

The General Board of Discipleship is providing worship resources for Sunday, including a new hymn written in response to the Haiti 

earthquake. Other communication resources are available from United Methodist Communications.  Collins is also coordinating with 

other organizations to send disaster response teams to Haiti. ñWithin the next week or two, we will have a meeting for churches in-

terested in being part of these efforts,ò said Collins. ñHaiti is in rescue mode at this time. If we are requested to send some personnel, 

we will let you know.ò 

 

To stay informed with up-to-date information, consult the WNCC Web site home page (www.wnccumc.org) with connections to 

details regarding various aspects of response to the Haiti disaster, log on to Missions Alive ï WIRED and read the latest edition of 

WNCC e-NEWS, published each Wednesday. United Methodist News Service is providing news updates from United Methodists 

around the world, along with blogs and commentaries related to the Haiti earthquake. United Methodist Communications is airing a 

TV spot on CNN and Headline News. It can also be viewed on the Rethink Church Web site. 
 

Hait i Quake Relief  Collect ion Points, Jan. 27-28  

     Please deliver your UMCOR and Project AGAPE donations to the collection point the week before the deadline. 

Also, be prepared to unload your donations yourself.  

 *Collection point availability subject to change  

(to be announced in WNCC e-News as needed). 

 

     Donations may also be taken to WNCC Annual Conference and United Methodist Womenôs events: Spiritual En-

richment Retreat and Annual Meeting, both at Lake Junaluska; and the School of Christian Mission, in Greensboro.  

Humanitarian Aid Collection Points:  Charlotte and Albemarle Districts 

Western NC Conference Memorial Center, 3400 Shamrock Dr, Charlotte, 704.535.2260  

8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Thu.; 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Fri.  

Additional collections points: http://www.wnccumc.org/vim/vim-CollectionPoints.htm  

Articles obtained from WNC Conference Website:  www.wnccumc.org 
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http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?loc_id=739,1112,1198&act=nav_loc
http://sites.google.com/a/wnccumcmail.org/wncc-missions/
http://www.wnccumc.org/nws/WNCCe-News.htm
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1355375/k.FA13/UMNS_News.htm
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.5724827/k.42B2/United_Methodist_Haiti_Response.htm
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.5724827/k.42B2/United_Methodist_Haiti_Response.htm
http://www.wnccumc.org/mis/UMCORkits.htm
http://www.wnccumc.org/mis/agapeproject.htm
http://www.wnccumc.org/nws/WNCCe-News.htm
http://www.wnccumc.org/nws/annualconference.htm
http://www.wnccumc.org/umw/unitedmethodistwomen.htm

