
 

 

Ponderings 

I am writing these lines on the evening of the second Sunday 

of Advent upon my return from a dayôs excursion to a church 

in Greensboro. The occasion for my visit and sermon was the 

fifteenth anniversary of the launching of St. Timothyôs UMC. 

The birth mother back in 1994 was Christ UMCða congre-

gation which had emerged thirty-seven years earlier as a re-

sult of the visionary planning of West Market Street Method-

ist. Somehow new church starts have a greater chance of sur-

vival and sustenance if they are launched by a parent con-

gregation. Christ UMCôs able Associate Pastor, Dr. Ken 

Carter, provided the catalyst and charisma for a cadre of 

pioneers who became the enthusiastic nucleus for a new, exciting faith community in the emerg-

ing southwest quadrant of that city. 

 Sundayôs Advent worship theme was perfect for this celebratory birthday. The charter 

members of St. Timothyôs UMC were encouraged to remember the historic time when their 

church had been a mere idea or dream in gestation. Over covered-dish lunch that followed wor-

ship, attendees were quick to tell personal faith stories. A teenagerôs mother introduced her son 

as the first to be baptized in the newly-formed congregation. An old friend and charter member 

testified about the grace he had received through the prayers and acts of compassion subsequent 

to his heart attack last year. 

 During our I-85 trek back to the Queen City, Pat and I reflected upon the eloquence of 

these shared memories. We observed that each of the parishes we have served through nearly 

four decades of ministry have been communities of spiritual intimacy in which the love of Christ 

is experienced, the pilgrimage of life is made sacred, and casual friendships are transformed into 

lasting bonds of covenant community.   

 The Advent/Christmas season allows insufficient opportunity for nostalgic pastoral re-

flection. Most clergy are so thoroughly immersed into the minutia of each crammed moment in 

the December calendar that reflective minutes are scarce. But the on-going experiences of each 

of us are rich with diversity and depth. 

 Each year I make a concerted effort to worship in every church in the Charlotte District. 

I attend homecomings, anniversaries, ordinary days, or arrivals of new pastors. These visits are a 

privilege and often a serendipitous discovery. These experiences often confirm my opinion that 

pastoral ministry is the most exciting, fulfilling profession on the face of this planet. Thus, I en-

courage both pastors and the leadership of the laity to savor sacred memories and tender mo-

ments in the life of your parish. Tell these stories to your children, especially during Christmas-

tide.                                                                                                                (continued on page 2) 
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 As a result of another year of observing the faithful work of so many clergy and laity within the Char-

lotte District, Pat and I are filled with nostalgic and grateful December reflections. Thus, we wish for each of 

you the joy and fulfillment of healing memories and serene reflections upon the grandeur of Godôs grace 

amidst your meaningful labors.  

       Grace and peace, 

       George 
       George Thompson 

       Charlotte District Superintendent 

 

 

 
Clergy Christmas Gathering at First, Belmont 

The Charlotte District Clergy were treated with splendid hospitality by the gracious members of First UMC, Belmont, as 

they provided warm cider for the time of gathering, a delicious dinner, a hand bell concert, and inspirational carol sing-

ing. It was a magical, mystical night of sound, taste and color on December 3rd.    
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Waneta and Greg Freeman (Cole Me-

morial), Tou-Chao and Xia Her (First 

Hmong) David and Angie Beam 

(Harrison). 

Hand bells and the largest advent 

wreath in the universe. 

DeEtta Rivens (Adm. Assis-

tant) and Brenda Pegues 

(Simpson-Gillespie's First 

Lady). 

Host Pastor Mark and wife Denise Andrews 

(First, Belmont). 



 

 

 

Saturday, January 23, 2010, 9:00 am- 1:00 pm 

St. Stephen UMC, 6800 Sardis Road, Charlotte 

 
 In the November edition of E-Connection, we publicized the theme of our 2010 District Leadership Confer-

ence--We are the Fearless Church, Do not be Afraid! This exciting and challenging theme will be developed by our 

keynote speaker Scott Bader-Saye, pictured here. The theme was carefully chosen by the Board of our Charlotte Dis-

trict Academy for Christian Discipleship because we are living now in a culture of fear, as poignantly disclosed in 

Scottôs widely-read volume, Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear. No Christian author has so accurately diagnosed 

our current cultural illness with such clarity and prophetic candor. The Academy has carefully chosen this noted author 

and popular lecturer for its speaker. The Academy planners feel strongly that all of our church leaders need Scottôs 

message of non-anxious hope in these times of political polarization and social paranoia.   

 Scott Bader-Saye was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and received degrees from Davidson College (A.B.), Yale Di-

vinity School (M.Div.) and Duke University (Ph.D.). He taught for twelve years in the Theology/Religious Studies 

Department at the University of Scranton before taking a position in 2009 as Professor of Christian Eth-

ics and Moral Theology at the Seminary of the Southwest--an Episcopal Seminary in Austin, Texas. 

His academic interests include theology and culture, social ethics, political theology, the emerging 

church, and Jewish-Christian dialogue. His publications include Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear, 

Church and Israel After Christendom: The Politics of Election, contributions to The Blackwell Com-

panion to Christian Ethics and The Cambridge Companion to the Gospels, as well as articles in jour-

nals such as The Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics, Modern Theology, Studies in Christian Eth-

ics, Pro Ecclesia, Cross Currents, and Christian Century. 

 Who should come to the DLC on January 23rd? Our invitation to Dr. Scott Bader-Saye is an 

effort to cast the net very wide. Certainly all who were elected to serve in any committee function, Board or Council 

will want to come. There will be individual classes with practical instruction during the morning for many specific 

task/function positions of leadership. But we also want all church members (former leaders, inquiring seekers and con-

cerned Christians) to be challenged by the message of a nationally-known and intensely relevant theologian/ethicist.  

 The workshop themes all include the word fearless: Fearless Childrenôs Ministries, Fearless Youth, Fearless 

Older Adults Ministries, Fearless Technology Ministries, Fearless SPRC Ministry, Fearless Finance Ministry, Fear-

less Council on Ministry, Fearless Trustees, Fearless Spiritual Gifts, and Fearless Missions (local, regional, national, 

and international). The district office will soon send by e-mail attachment a brochure naming the leaders and descrip-

tions of the workshops. Scott Bader-Saye will facilitate one of the workshops. We encourage all clergy, lay leaders, 

and those without alignment with the above specific designations to attend this invigorating class. 

 All who will be leaders within our local churches are called to be a non-anxious presence in these times of po-

larization and fear. We are called to be bold Christians in the face of economic adversity and social paranoia. Our key-

note speaker will encourage us to speak honestly about our fears within our faith communities and push us to become a 

stronger beacon of light with our witness to Godôs love and care for the world God came to save.  

  Pastor Paul Milton, St. Markôs UMC Charlotte, will lead the DLC in a closing worship experience  in which 

we shall proclaim, ñWe are the Fearless Church, Do not Be Afraid!ò   

 

 

 

DECEMBER 11,  2009 Page 3 

District Leadership Conference 2010  

Scott Bader-Saye 

Scott Bader-Saye is the author of 

ñFollowing Jesus in a Culture of Fearò 
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District Leadership Conference 2010  

 

 

 

Do not fear: Fearless Church 
Leadership in a Fearful  

Culture. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHARLOTTE 

DLC 
District 

Leadership 
Conference 

 
Saturday 

January 23, 2010 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 

St. Stephen 
United Methodist 

Church 
6800 Sardis Road 
Charlotte, NC 

 

Fearless Spiritual Gifts 
Presenter: Rev. Judi Hunt 
Christian Educators, Education Chairs 
Teaching our congregation how to identify 
and deploy their spiritual gifts is one of the 
most exciting roles we have as church leaders. 
When people discover the particular ways 
God has crafted them, they are freed to serve 
the people of God with joy! The MAGI 
process is one way to build gift-based ministry 
into the life of your church. It has made a 
difference at Matthews UMC in the incidence, 
quality and character of our servant leaders. 

 

Fearless Missions 
Presenters:  Mark Franza,  
Lisa Howell, Rev. Pam Carter 
We will discuss local, regional and 
international missions: the impact, the start up, 
and actual implementation. Discover how 
your church can link locally, regionally and 
internationally with churches in the Charlotte 
District to make an impact.   

 

Fearless Ministry of Finance 
Presenter: Bob James 
Funding the ministries of the church in a 
tough economic climate, to allow the glory of 
the Lord to shine in darkness. 

 

The Fearless Trustee 
Presenters: Smokey Oakes,  
Mickey Fisher 
Making the church a 7-day a week facility.  
Ministry to our members and with our 
community. 

 

Fearless SPR/PPR Committee  Members 
Presenters: Rev. George Thompson,  
David Parr 
Serving, supporting and loving the staff of 
your church. 
 

~~~ 
 

Prayer Room: During our  conference 

please stop by and spend some quiet time with 

God.  Also discover how your church can 

create this sacred space. 

Fearless Ministry With Children 
Presenter: Rev. Rhonda Hermann 

Helping children engage in engaging ministry 

and intentional missions of the church. 

 

No Fear Youth Ministry:   

Abounding Hope through Generation 

OMG! 
Presenter: Rev. Brandon Dirks 

In a time of heightened stress and fear, Youth 

Ministry can have the greatest effect on restor-

ing hope in the lives of teens, families, and the 

church.  This refreshing workshop will provide 

you with four simple, yet exciting tools that are 

ñantidotes to anxietyò and can empower your 

youth ministry to be the churchôs laboratory of 

hope for an anxious world!  

 

Fearless Older Adult Ministries 
Presenters: Rev. Lisa Martinez & BJ Vance 

Healthy, vibrant, meaningful  ministries with 

our older adults. 

 

Fearless Technology Ministries 
Presenters: Rev. Steve Cheney, Ken Gar-

field, Kelly Keesling 

Communication Ministry  

Like Jesus we strive to be creative and relevant, 

reaching people in changing ways. But are we 

up to speed with the technological changes 

over the years, much less last week? And what 

forms of media should you use and how? 

Where do you begin with all the software, net-

working and apps? And what if we don't have 

money to spend on all of it? This workshop is 

about figuring out what our first or next step 

should be in becoming an open-source church.  

 

Fearless Council on Ministry  

Leadership 
Presenter: Benita Lefft 

Council Chairs and Leaders 

Leading ministries, focusing on the mission of 

the church, and encouraging others to be the 

church God calls us to be. 

Workshops 
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Lay Speaking Training  

Lay Speaking Ministry  
Charlotte District  

2010 K`x Rod`jdqƍr Sq`hmhmf 

                                                             

 

The Charlotte District is excited to announce its 2010 Lay Speaking training courses. 

 
The training is open to all.  You will have the opportunity to gain valuable experience, knowledge, and confidence that will serve 

you in your ministry.  Lay Speaking courses are offered in basic and advanced classes.  The goal is to provide effective leadership 

in our churches through the laity.  Whether you teach Sunday school or lead a Bible study you will gain valuable insights into how 

to become an effective leader in your chosen ministry.  Every Church Lay Leader should be a certified lay speaker.  The basic 

(new certification) curriculum focuses on the many ways lay speakers are called to be in ministry.  Our advanced (renewal 

certification) curriculum this year is ñLay Speakers Grow Spiritually thru Daily Disciplineò using the workbook ñDevotional Life 

in the Wesleyan Tradition.ò   

Visit www.gbod.org to obtain information on Laity and Lay Speaking Ministry. 

 

In His Service, 

Betty Warner     Irma Ellwanger  

Betty Warner     Irma Ellwanger  

District Director of Lay Speaking  District Lay Leader 
 

cc:  2007 Lay Speakers, Lay Leaders, Pastors 

 

 

                                    2010 Basic/Advanced Lay Speaker Training 

 

Dates: Monday nights in February (Feb. 1, 8, 15 and 22)   

Time: Registration 6 p.m., Class 6:30 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m. 

Location:  St. Andrewôs UMC, 1900 Emerywood Drive, Charlotte NC 28210  

Cost:  $5 Basic Course (New Certification), $15 Advanced (Renewal Certification)   
--------------------------------------------------% -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Registration Form for Lay Speakerôs Training  ï Charlotte District  

February 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2010 

 

Name:  ____________________________________ Church: ____________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _____________________________ City, State Zip:_______________________________ 

 

Home Phone:  _____________________________ Office Phone: _______________________________ 
 

We pass along the cost to persons taking the course. This year our material costs are lower, thus the lower cost to you. 

 

 _____Basic (New Certification) $5 per person       or      _____Advanced (Renewal Certification) $15 per person   

 

    Total Amount   Enclosed   $______ 

 

Pastorôs Signature __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make check payable to Charlotte Methodist District Fund and mark for LSCS and mail by December 30th to:  

Charlotte District Office, The United Methodist Church, 4108 Park Road, Suite 101, Charlotte, NC 28209 



 

 

DECEMBER 11,  2009 Page 6 

A Look Inside Charge Conferences  

 St. Markôs, Belmont 
 

Don Wentz was one of the presenters (left photo) during a well-prepared power-point sharing at the 

Charge Conference of St. Mark's UMC in Belmont. The church's nurture team chooses a focus for 

each quarter of the year in an effort to meet the ñPower of Threeò challenge goals projected by 

Bishop Goodpaster. In the first quarter the leadership team focuses upon needs of seniors in the 

church and community. In the second quarter the whole church explores its ministry with youth. In 

the third quarter children are the central concern with VBS and preparation for school. In the fourth 

quarter, St. Mark's amplifies its ministry among families with newborns with meals, visits, cards, 

transportation (when needed), and prayers. All the ministries attempt to embody the adopted mis-

sion: "Following in the footsteps of Jesus by witnessing, serving, nurturing, praying, loving our 

neighbors as ourselves and loving God above all else." A building project is on the horizon for 2010 

in order to provide more adequate classroom space. 

 

 

First UMC, Charlotte  

 

The Charge Conference at First UMC, Charlotte, featured a moving personal 

testimony by a young adult father who entered church membership this year by 

profession of faith is enthusiastically engaged in the congregation's mission to 

reach the inner city population. The church is grateful noting its first full year of 

"Celebrate Recovery," a ministry with victims of addiction. This is the second 

season for "First and Ten," a ministry of outreach prior to Carolina Panther 

games. It is also the third year of a covenant relationship with Charlotte One--a 

ministry of outreach to young adults throughout the city who fill the sanctuary 

every Tuesday evening. Pictured here after the Charge Conference session are 

Rev. Eddie Ingram (senior pastor), Marilyn Smith (inquiring candidate for ministry), Rev. Ann Self (associate 

pastor), and Rev. George Thompson (DS). 

 

 

 

Hawthorne Lane Charge Conference 

 

The fall Charge Conference for Hawthorne Lane this year will be remembered for its location--in 

the newly renovated third floor. This space has been used for storage and was in considerable ill-

repair until this major construction project began. Now nearly the entire floor is equipped with 

21st Century facilities--bathrooms, up-to-date classrooms, flat wide-screen TV's, a game room, 

and open space for youth gatherings with contemporary style worship space. Over half of those in 

attendance were appreciative youth who were led by Associate Pastor Rev. Michael Carr, shown 

here displaying the new game room.   
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A Look Inside Charge Conferences  

Simpson-Gillespie  

The Communion table was carefully prepared for the observance of All Saint's Day on Sunday, November 1st, at Simp-

son-Gillespie as the congregation remembered its 

departed saints. Pictured here are communion stew-

ards  who make preparations for the sacrament 

upon the first Sunday of each month. But on this 

special occasion, the DS preached and conducted 

the Charge Conference. Dr. Thompson is here pic-

tured at the altar with Simpson-Gillespie's pastor, 

Rev. Walter Pegues. 

 

 

Sanctuary 

Even our newest mission church conducts a Charge Conference and has projected its 

strategic plans for addressing the bishop's challenge, the Power of Three. Here are the 

singers and musicians leading a congregation gathered at round tables in the informal 

space of Sanctuary UMC. Worshippers will move by early January from their present 

location at York Center Drive (just off South Tryon) to its new, more spacious envi-

ronment on Westinghouse Boulevard. The leadership reported at Charge Conference 

that the congregation has outgrown its original space and now needs classrooms and 

offices for a seven days per week ministry.  

 

 

Blair Road 

Leaders of the various missional ministries of Blair Road UMC placarded posters 

on the night of November 19th, featuring specific areas of concentration. A power 

point presentation demonstrated the church's commitment to connectional ministry 

and its intention to play a significant part in reaching ñPower of Threeò corporate 

goals of the Conference. 

 

 

 

Victory  

 

After an engaging Charge Conference discussion of its ministry and a concluding 

service of communion, the servant leaders of Victory UMC met at the worship 

center for this photograph. In the coming year the parsonage next door will be 

renovated in order to provide additional space for Sunday school, Bible study 

groups, and committee meetings. The church remains confident, despite a year of 

employment lay-offs and financial struggle. Members are here holding jars used 

each Sunday to collect coins and dollars for the mission projects of this healthy, 

small congregation. Standing in center of the group, wearing his clerical collar, is 

Pastor Rev. Greg Collins 
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A Look Inside Charge Conferences  

South Tryon 

Worship with Charge Conference on the Sunday morning of No-

vember 8th at South Tryon Community UMC featured liturgical 

dancers, a sermon by the DS, Holy Communion, a power-point 

presentation, and much joyful music. Rev. Charlie Rivens is serving 

in his 8th year as pastor of this mission congregation. 

 

 

 

 

Spencer Memorial 

Marilyn Morris is pictured here with her husband, Rev. Emmanuel Morris, Pastor of 

Spencer Memorial UMC on the occasion of the congregation's Charge Conference on 

November 15th. Spencer Memorial is one of the fastest growing small churches in the 

WNC Conference, and its membership is composed mainly of Liberian refugees who 

have made their home in Charlotte after a bitter civil war in their homeland.  

 

 

 

Providence 

The Providence UMC Charge Conference on a Monday night, November 16th, 

featured a presentation of the Strategic Planning Team. Chris Lowe, featured 

here, was presented as an inquiring candidate for ministry and a new seminary 

student. Ken Braxton was elected Chair of the Church Council. An inspirational 

moment in the session was the recognition of Ken and the establishment of the 

Kelly Braxton Endowment in memory of his wife who died of cancer this year 

after a courageous and faithful struggle against the disease. Michele Fisher, who 

served as the chair of the year-long work of the Strategic Planning Team, and her 

co-workers were thanked for their qualitative labors by Senior Pastor, Dr. Ken   

Carter.  

 

 

 

 

Cokesbury 

Rev. Sarah Kalish enthusiastically tells of the radical hospitality that greeted her as the new pastor 

of Cokesbury UMC. The leadership team at the November 18th Charge Conference outlined plans 

for reaching the surrounding community with ministries of compassion and joy. 
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Praise and Worship Team 

Chris Lowe 
Ken Braxton 
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Events  

Hunterôs Chapel 

Members of Hunter's Chapel UMC will have to wait another 

one hundred years to experience another week-end like the one 

observed on November 7-8. On this majestic occasion, the 

church and community celebrated the congregation's 100th An-

niversary! On Saturday afternoon the sanctuary was filled with 

members and guests that include the mayor of Cornelius and 

other community officials. A handsome pictorial booklet had 

been prepared by the Centennial Committee that featured various families and told the 

story of the church. Dr. Thompson rendered an address that reflected upon the social and 

political climate in North Carolina in 1909, citing the historical research of Timothy B. Tyson in his "Blood Done Sign 

My Name"--soon to be released as a movie. Rev. Emmanuel Boakye-Yiadom is pictured here with Marcus Rivens who 

helped prepare the evening meal that was served under a giant tent erected outside the church's historic facility. Former 

pastors also attended, and Pat Thompson is pictured here greeting Mrs. Cynthia Simpson, spouse of Rev. Tommy Simp-

son.  

 

 

 

.   

 

 

 

 

Turning Danielôs Lion Den into a Spiritual Support Group 

On November 14th, at Myers Park's Jubilee Hall, approximately 90 members of SPR/PPR 

Committees from among our Charlotte District churches attended a breakfast/seminar fea-

turing Dr. John V. Arey, Jr., Executive Director of the Methodist Counseling & Consulta-

tion Services. Several pastors were also present as John outlined the role of this crucial 

support and accountability group. The program was one in a series this fall dealing with 

the theme--"Shepherding the Shepherds."  

 

 

 

 

Elders Retreat 

Bishop Larry Goodpaster responds to questions during the Order of Elders Retreat at St. Luke's 

UMC in Hickory, November 17th. 
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Marcus Rivens, Rev. Yiadom 

Cynthia Simpson and Pat  

Thompson 

George Thompson and Emmanuel 

Boakye-Yiadom with former pastors 

Tommy Simpson (second from left) 

and Paul Perkins (far right). 
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Around the District  

Harrison  

On November 22nd over 700 worshippers welcomed their new Senior Pastor, Rev. David 

Beam, who moved this month from Cashiers UMC in the Waynesville District to take pas-

toral responsibility at Harrison UMC in this district. David was appointed in a mid-year 

move due to the declining health of Rev. Mark Plummer who had served the church for the 

past ten and a half years. During Mark's remarkable ministry, despite his courageous battle 

with MS, the church's attendance at worship increased nearly four-fold. David Beam brings 

a similar passion for ministry and evangelical growth as he comes at such a strategic time in 

the history of this district's oldest church (consecrated in 1785 by Bishop Francis Asbury).    

 

 

 

 

 

Zoar 

In order to worship and attend Charge Conference at Zoar UMC one must pass through a por-

tion of South Carolina. But on November 29th, the first Sunday of Advent, our DS made this 

familiar and delightful excursion. Rev. Laurie Knoespel (pictured here at the Chrismon tree) 

developed a meaningful liturgy for this service in the new James C. Howard Family Life Cen-

ter. The style of music and liturgy was blended. Candidate for ministry, Wayne Lynch, pro-

vided a challenging and entertaining children's meditation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas at Mouzon 

Christmas at Mouzon UMC came in the form of an interim appointment. Santa and 

Bishop Larry Goodpaster assigned Rev. Tom Sigmon to this role at the Church, begin-

ning the first Sunday in Advent. Tom is here attending a "Breakfast with Santa" that 

the church co-sponsored with the Bethlehem Center. Children who are part of the Cen-

ter's neighborhood ministry and those who attend the Mouzon Pre-School program 

gathered for a fun morning of pancakes, face painting, carol singing, Santa's greetings, 

and fellowship games on December 5th.   
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A Celebration of Ministries  

  

District Mission Society Banquet  

 

 The Charlotte District Missions Society held its annual missions banquet Thursday, November 5th to celebrate 

the many life-changing ministries in which the people and churches within the Charlotte district are involved and sup-

port. 

 The hustle and bustle of a busy season stopped for an evening of fellowship, which was planned down to the 

smallest detail by the host Plaza United Methodist Church. Over 140 people were in attendance, giving this yearôs ban-

quet the largest turn out to date. 

 Hospitality was provided in abundance by the Plaza congregation and not only included a deliciously catered 

dinner served with a gracious spirit by Plaza volunteers, but also an amazing performance of praise and worship from the 

Plaza Choir. 

 Banquet attendees represented churches from all throughout the district and brought encouraging stories from 

their various ministries to their dinner table companions. 

 In a touching presentation by District Superintendent, Reverend George Thompson, thanks and gratitude on be-

half of the district were given to the outgoing DMS Treasurer, Bruce Berrier, who has faithfully served the district for 9 

years. ñBruce has been a wonderful steward of the mission societyôs resources,ò stated Thompson. 

 Ten grants were awarded to programs and ministries throughout the district that are doing outstanding missions 

work, for a total of $67,000. This money will help these ministries expand their current work and increase their impact. 

 Rev. George Ragsdale, Myers Park Associate, highlighted the WISH program of Crisis Assistance Ministry.  

WISH (Workforce Initiative for Supportive Housing) which has an impressive history for connecting with local churches 

through volunteers in Hope Teams (see page 13).  Charlotteôs Urban Ministry Center and Crisis Assistance Ministries 

will be working together in order to accomplish the commonly held goalðprovide access for many homeless people to 

gain the personal capacity for moving out of homelessness/poverty and sustaining this achievement.   

 Attendees were blessed to hear the encouraging and inspiring words of Dr. Paul A. Hanneman, who is the pro-

gram director of the Urban Ministry Center in Charlotte. Dr. Hanneman, an ordained Baptist minister and member of 

Myers Park Baptist Church, explained that the three richest people in the world control more money than six million of 

the poorest people in the world and that there are currently approximately 6,500 homeless people in our area. 

 Engaging those present with his own personal transparency and original feelings and fears of the homeless, he 

motivated with the reminder that you canôt try and fix people and act on behalf of Christ. Fixing is a form of judgment, 

indicating that something is wrong that needs to be fixed. Instead, look at each person and see them as God does, as a 

whole person with limitless possibilities, only confined by their current circumstances. Hanneman concluded with two 

final thoughts to remember when speaking with or ministering with the homeless; ñTo know the compassion of the Mas-

ter and authentic charity comes with no strings attached.ò 

 Isnôt this how God sees us? With compassionate, authentic charity. 

 The words of Reverend Thompson expressing thanksgiving for the work being done throughout the district 

brought the evening to a close, ñThank you for all the wonderful work you are doing. Now go back to your congrega-

tions and spread the word of the work being done so that we can inspire new initiatives.ò 

 

Laurie Dudley, Chairperson 

District Communications Committee 
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A Step Inside the DMS Banquet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality was provided in abundance by the Plaza congregation.  
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The singing of the joyous choir of host 

church Plaza UMC. 

The inspirational and challenging message 

is received by those in attendance.  

Plaza member prepares to serve 

 dessert. 
The host church serves a delicious meal. 



 

 

 

The W.I.S.H. Program (Workforce Initiative for Supportive Housing) is a ñmulti-agencyò collaborative  

solution designed to eliminate homelessness by rapidly re-housing working homeless families in a safe 

neighborhoods where they and their children can thrive, while empowering the families to achieve finan-

cial independence.  We work towards this mission through the programs four ólegsô as shown in the model  

below. 1. Housing Placement,  2. Family Support Social Worker,  3. Personal Accountability,  4. Vol-

unteer Hope Teams.  Over the past two years we have placed almost 70 families (including 120 children) 

in housing with our Relationship-Oriented Supportive  Services Model.    

Recently, the City of Charlotte contracted The W.I.S.H. Program to administer federal  stimulus money to 

provide housing placement for more than 100 homeless families over the next 12 months. This new pro-

gram is called Project HOPE.  HOPE mirrors the operational philosophy of W.I.S.H. in almost all re-

spects.  The new federal stimulus money for Project HOPE (approximately $1,200,000) only covers rent 

and utility assistance to our clients.  

W.I.S.H. is attempting to raise approximately $550,000 to fund the necessary Relationship-Oriented Supportive Services (Family Sup-

port Social Work and Volunteer Hope Team coordinators) needed to serve the almost 200 families in both W.I.S.H. and HOPE pro-

grams by the end of 2010. Many stakeholders, including the City of Charlotte, have called W.I.S.H. the most collaborative and inno-

vative homeless solution in 30 years. This is a monumental new challenge which we welcome.  If you desire more information about 

the W.I.S.H. Program please contact Darren Ash, the director,  at dash@crisisassistance.org or Rev. Stephanie M. Hand at 

shand@crisisassistance.org  or Lisa Howell at  lhowell@crisisassistance.org. 

 
 

 A  W.I.S.H.  Family  Storyé.. 

Sarahôs crisis occurred when her rent increased and she could no longer afford it along with her other bills. As Sarah says, ñI felt alone 

and was very embarrassed and angry at myself because I thought I could do better.ò 

 

Previously, she and her daughter participated in Family Promise (living in a different church weekly). Sarah worked at Bojangles 

however after entering W.I.S.H., she obtained employment as a CNA. She now plans to enter nursing school in the winter of 2010.  

 

By saving a portion of the funds needed to purchase a used car, Sarah earned financial assistance through W.I.S.H.ôs Step/Reward 

program to cover the remainder of the car cost.  Starting at 4:30 a.m., she and her daughter spent four hours a day on the bus to and 

from work, school, and day care.  Those days are a thing of the past.  Sarah shares, ñW.I.S.H. helped me get where I am right now.ò 

Sarah hopes to provide a better life for her daughter and is optimistic about their future together.  
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