
 

Clergy Fellowship: First Gathering in the Fall 

September 20th, 9:30 a.m. 

Providence United Methodist Church 
 

      There is something exciting indeed about our first annual clergy fellowship 
gathering in the month of September. We have all experienced some degree of hia-
tus during the summer: a family vacation, a change of pace, a visit to some exotic 
place, sightseeing in Europe or just a refreshing day at the Pageland Watermelon 
Festival. We are eager to share something from our experiences and to greet our 
friends within the parishes of the Charlotte District. Especially do we anticipate the 

joy of greeting our newest colleagues who have transferred here to be our neighbors and co-workers.  

     This is why your Executive Committee has put out the red carpet at Providence UMC and planned 
for one of our very best programs. Jody Seymour has consented to lead us in the adventure of self-
discovery through the Enneagram—a personality system based upon nine primary personality types.  
Jody is a certified Enneagram instructor and uses this instrument for counseling and spiritual direction.  
He teaches Enneagram classes in his church and used the Enneagram as the basis for his book, A Time 
for Healing: Overcoming the Perils of Ministry, published by Judson Press.  In this book, the Ennea-
gram is used to view “the nine types of ministerial leadership styles." 

     In order for this experience to have its maximum effectiveness, it will be helpful for all of us clergy 
to take the brief version of the Enneagram inventory. Visit the web site www.9types.com. Here you 
will find two on-line tests that can be taken and scored. Jody suggests that we take the RHTI test and 
then go over to the "New test by Hal."  Doing both does not take a great deal of time. You can compile 
your personal score on the computer.  This web site also has information about the Enneagram that will 
provide a good introduction for the program on September 20th.  Jody will bring additional informa-
tion for distribution. If you have not taken time to complete these preparations, still come to the clergy 
fellowship. You can still do the personal inventory after Jody’s introduction of the Enneagram. If you 
are already well acquainted with this resource, by all means come. You will be helpful in the discus-
sion and can add depth to the implementation of what others are learning about themselves.  

      Jody reminds us that those coming need to know the following: the Enneagram is a personality sys-
tem that can be used to help an individual understand his or her world view, how one understands self, 
how one relates to others, and how one "views" God. In our meeting, Jody will give an overview of the 
Enneagram and how it relates to "ministerial types."  This personality system helps a person see both 
the gifts of each "type" and the "trap doors" of the type.  The Enneagram is not only "descriptive" but 
is "prescriptive" in that the system gives a suggested path to become more "balanced."   
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     We encourage each clergy to come for the purpose of experiencing a great fellowship and also 
gaining a deeper knowledge of the great personality diversity and richness within our clergy cove-
nant. In order to get the maximum benefit from the morning, please bring the results of your on-line 
testing with you to the session. 

        Delores Jones, hostess for Providence UMC, will 
prepare a delicious meal for all who phone or e-mail 
their reservations to the District Office by Friday, Sep-
tember 14th. Let’s attempt to approximate a 100% atten-
dance at our very first clergy fellowship gathering! 
 
Reverend Jim Humphries 

President, Charlotte District Clergy Fellowship  
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BREAKFAST AT COLE MEMORIAL        

An Opportunity to Learn about the Pilgrimage to the Places of Paul’s First Missionary Journey                                   

Thursday, August 16th, 8:00 a.m.  

 

    Travel with Bishop and Mrs. Lawrence McCleskey and George and Pat Thompson on an exciting and 
spiritually enriching journey during the spring of 2008 to visit sites in Greece and Turkey related 
to the ministry of the Apostle Paul. See also sites in Galilee and Jerusalem.  On Thursday, Au-
gust 16th at Cole Memorial UMC, 8 a.m. there will be a free breakfast provided by Educational 
Opportunities (EO) for all clergy and laity who would like to meet with Bishop McCleskey and 
Dr. Jim Ridgeway and learn more about this spiritual pilgrimage.  

 Even if you are not likely to make this trip but would like to know more about travel with EO, this is a great 
opportunity to learn more and acquaint some of your laity with this ministry of spiritually mo-
tivated travel. EO is so excited about the quality of this experience and the importance of 
making this pilgrimage available to all members and clergy that a drawing will be held 
at the breakfast in which one of the attendees will receive a free pass to participate in the 
spring trip. This gift is worth approximately $1,500 and will cover tuition and the Mediterra-
nean cruise. Participants  will spend one night on land in Athens, and the rest of the journey 
aboard ship.  Call the district office –704-525-3395, for brochures or information.  Clergy can 
earn a trip by recruiting church members, Disciple Bible students, friends, or family and at the 
same time give them an opportunity for a meaningful experience.  Whether you plan to travel 
or not, please spread the word about this breakfast and this opportunity through appropriate means of communication 
at your church: announcements in your bulletins/newsletters, sharing with Sunday school classes, Disciple Bible 
groups, and personal contact.  
 

 

ADVOCATING JUSTICE IN THE MIDST OF POVERTY  

A Seminar at the General Board of Church and Society, Sponsored by WNCC Church and So-

ciety Committee – September 26-30, 2007 – Poverty adversely affects the lives of millions around 
the world.  As Christians, we have a responsibility to face economic injustices wherever they exist 

and work to restore justice to people living in the midst of poverty.  The General Board of Church and Society staff 
will educate participants about poverty, its causes and impact upon society.  Participants will learn how to become 
advocates and how to involve local congregations in fighting poverty.  Participants will stay at the Best Western 
Capitol Skyline Hotel conveniently located in downtown Washington near the U.S. Capitol and The United Method-
ist Building on Capitol Hill.  For more information, contact Mark Barden at 1-800-562-7929 or 
mbarden@wnccumc.org.   
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Opportunities 

CHURCHES CHALLENGED TO LOOK BEYOND 'YELLOW RIBBON'  

A significant number of the 1.5 million soldiers deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan will return from battle suf-
fering from mental health problems, a study says.  Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of soldiers likely will 
need mental health screening or treatment, according to a report recently presented to the Congressional 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  A United Methodist task force has compiled resources 
to help local congregations reach out to service members in their churches and communities. The Rev. Laura 

J. Bender, a Navy chaplain, has written two liturgies (An Order for Welcoming Service Members Returning from War 
and An Order for Blessing Service Members Deploying for War) for congregations to use in services to bless the de-
ploying soldier and welcome home the returning warrior. In both liturgies, the service member hears and receives 
words of support and love while standing before the congregation. The liturgies can be found at 
www.gbhem.org/chaplains/mltchapguide.asp. 
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FALL, 2007, CHARGE  

CONFERENCES 
In this edition of E-Connections we are posting the sched-
ules for the fall Charge Conferences. 
Later this month you will receive a 
mailing that contains a booklet of de-
tailed instructions regarding format and 
expectations. In keeping with the pat-
tern of previous years, a portion of the 
verbal presentation will relate to the 
spring seminar in an attempt to discover 
what you collectively learned and are 
presently applying to the administration 
of your congregational life. (This is one of the reasons for 
requiring attendance of all appointed pastors at the annual 
seminar.) Our focus in March, through the engaging pres-
entations by Dr. Kennon Callahan, was upon exploring 
and practicing the spiritual dimensions of stewardship. 
Our district office can make available to you both a hard 
copy of the outline distributed by Dr. Callahan as well as 
audio CDs containing two of his lectures. Pastors who are 
serving their first year at an appointment and have moved 
here from outside the district may want to contact me and 
arrange to modify their Charge Conference presentation. 
But this year we shall give primary focus to the matter of 
stewardship in the local church, as was consistently ar-
ticulated during our March 1-2 sessions. How have the 
insights shared by Dr. Callahan influenced the way in 
which the discipline of stewardship is being practiced at 
the church you are serving? 

George Thompson, District Superintendent 

Charlotte District 
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Upcoming 

Dr. Ken Callahan 

THE PROTESTANT HOUR    

Dr. Ken Carter will preach for The Prot-
estant Hour on September 30 and Octo-
ber 7. This national radio broadcast will 
be transmitted by several local radio sta-
tions at designated times of the morning. 
Ken is the senior pastor of Providence 
UMC. 

CHARLOTTE DISTRICT LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCE (DLC)    
The Charlotte District School of Christian Discipleship 
will provide two DLC’s—October 7th, 2:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at University City UMC and another training 
experience during January 2008 at a location to be an-
nounced soon.  Save the fall date and publicize in your 
church’ calendar of key events.  Our theme will be 
Leadership in the Wesleyan Spirit and our keynote 
speaker will be Dr. Richard Heitzenrater, recognized 
globally for his knowledge and publications related to 
Wesleyan studies.  Encourage the reading of his book, 

Wesley and the People Called Method-

ists, in preparation for this event.  All 
classes will focus upon some specific 
facet of our Wesleyan heritage.  The 
DLC in January will be designed spe-
cifically for committees that encourage 

and implement the Wesleyan spirit in our local 
churches—Trustees, Church Council, SPRC/PPR, etc. 

 

NEW PROGRAM FOR YOUTH 

The young leaders in your church who are looking for a spiritual formation program for senior high 
youth and college freshmen might be interested in the new Companions in Christ Series:  Way of 

Pilgrimage.   

It offers a challenging call to a daily walk with Christ, looking for the presence of God in each mo-
ment.  To order or for information about the five books in this series (Choosing Pilgrimage, The 

Bible Pilgrimage Travel Guide, Prayer:  Heart of Pilgrimage, Companions on the Pilgrimage, and Stepping 

Out Into the World) call 800-972-0433 or visit 
www.upperroom.org/bookstore/search_page.asp?act=previous&section 

NAMI Charlotte  National Alliance on Mental Illness is offering a FREE 12 -week course for family, friends and 
caregivers of individuals with severe and persistent mental illnesses in SPANISH.  Classes meet one evening a week 
for 2 1/2 hours.  For more information please call  Elsa MacDonald at  704-846-2653  or  elsabmacdonald@aol.com  

     Dr. Ken Carter 



AUGUST 1 ,  2007  

           Paperwork Due 
Date/Time  Church/Charges                                                                     in District Office 

 
Oct. 3, Wed.     7 pm *Rock Hill, Hill’s Chapel, Burge Memorial, New Covenant  Sept. 19 

Oct. 10, Wed.    7 pm *Light of Christ, Victory Native American  Sept. 26 

Oct. 11, Thurs.  7 pm *Trinity, Oak Grove, Cole Memorial, Pleasant Grove, Simpson-Gillespie  Sept. 27 

Oct. 14, Sun.    7 pm *Kilgo, Commonwealth, First Hmong  Oct. 1 

Oct. 16, Tues.   7 pm *Grace, St. Paul  Oct. 2 

Oct. 17, Wed.   7 pm *Cokesbury, Blair Road  Oct. 3 

Oct. 18, Thurs. 7 pm *St. Luke, Duncan Memorial  Oct. 4 

Oct. 21, Sun.    4 pm *Calvary, Dilworth  Oct. 5 

Oct. 21, Sun.    7 pm *Hickory Grove, Plaza  Oct. 5 

Oct. 22, Mon.   7 pm *Memorial, Agua de Vida, Central  Oct. 8 

Oct. 23, Tues.  7 pm *Fairfield-Bethel  Oct. 9 

Oct. 24, Wed..  7 pm *Wesley, St. Francis    Oct. 10 

Oct. 25, Thurs.  7 pm *Christ, Covenant, Thrift, Moore’s Chapel, Homestead  Oct. 11 

Oct. 28, Sun.    3 pm *Denver, Brevard’s Chapel, Lebanon  Oct. 12 

Oct. 28, Sun.    5 pm *Salem, Ebenezer, New Hope, Tucker’s Grove, Webb’s Chapel  Oct. 12 

Oct. 29, Mon.   7 pm *Mouzon, Sharon  Oct. 15 

Nov. 4, Sun.     3 pm *Mt. Zion, Assurance   Oct. 19 

Nov. 4, Sun.     6 pm *Davidson, Fair View, Hunter’s Chapel-Ghana Mission  Oct. 19 

Nov. 5, Mon.    7 pm *Morningstar, St. Andrew’s, Aldersgate  Oct. 22 

Nov. 6, Tues.    7 pm *Purcell, Big Spring, St. Mark’s  Oct. 23 

Nov. 7, Wed.     7 pm *Pineville, Zoar  Oct. 24 

Nov. 8, Thurs.   7 pm *Good Shepherd, Harrison  Oct. 25 

Nov. 12, Mon.   7 pm *Asbury, Huntersville  Oct. 29 

Nov. 13, Tues.  7 pm *University City, Greater Vision  Oct. 30 

Nov. 18, Sun.   3 pm *Hawthorne Lane, First, Cambodian Mission  Nov. 2 

Nov. 19, Mon.  7 pm *Providence, St. John’s  Nov. 5  

Nov. 25, Sun.    3 pm *Matthews, Sanctuary  Nov. 9 

Nov. 26, Mon.  7 pm *Myers Park, South Tryon  Nov. 12 

Dec. 3, Mon.     7 pm* St. Stephen, Spencer Memorial-St. James  Nov. 26 

        

 * Indicates host location.  Instruction booklet will be mailed in  mid-August. 
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2007 Fall Charge Conference Schedule 
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New Facility 

Worshiping family at Morningstar. Martha and Randy Edwards were 
recognized with a special plaque 
by members in appreciation for 
the incalculable hours of service 
contributed during the planning 
and construction of the new 
building. 

This facility was built locally by a company in Den-
ver, NC, that will be constructing modular units in 
the Gulf region devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  
Morningstar will serve as a model for churches in 
Mississippi and Louisiana that are seeking an af-
fordable solution to immediate building needs. 

Morningstar’s July 8th Opening Service of Worship at their New Facility 

Rev. David Eggebeen  with his 
family outside the newly con-
structed sanctuary at Morningstar. 

Children’s sermon at Morningstar on July 8th. Parishioners and visitors greeting one another. 
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Tools To Use 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
  
“AND TWO SHALL BECOME ONE. . .” Discover God’s de-
sire for your marriage on a United Methodist Marriage Encoun-
ter weekend! Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where married 
couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones—and 
focus only on each other. If you’d like greater depth, growth, 
and enrichment in your relationship, you’ll like the difference a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can make! To find out 
more about Marriage Encounter, go to our web site, 
www.encounter.org.  The next United Methodist Marriage En-
counter weekend in Kings Mountain, NC is September 21-23, 
2007, at Quality Inn. Registration closes September 1, 2007, 
space is limited, so a quick response is encouraged. For more 
information or to register, contact Doug and Tami Myers, 828-
693-4657, or e-mail: dougntami@citcom.net.  Marriage En-
counter United Methodist is a part of 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter, and is 
affiliated with the General Board of Disci-
pleship. 
 
The General Board of Discipleship offers 
1.5 CEU credits for any clergy who attend a 
United Methodist Encounter weekend.  This allows pastors to 
attend a weekend without counting it as vacation time, and to 
pay for the weekend with continuing education funds from their 
local church.  They can also apply to the conference if they 
qualify.  Contact Mike Macdonald at mbsumc@windstream.net 
or 704-663-2161 (O) or 704-663-3972 (R). for more informa-
tion. 

GRANTS ENCOURAGE BUILDING 
TEAM PARTICIPATION 

Want to go on a building team project, 
but think you can’t afford it? Grants 
and scholarships are available to quali-

fying ethnic minorities and those from rural 
churches that qualify for Duke Endowment funds. 
They are awarded for first-time building team par-
ticipation in 2007. Another grant, by the Fellows 
Committee, is based on need. 

Visit 
www.wnccumc.org/bgt/additional_support.htm for 
more details. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

The Western North Carolina Conference has estab-
lished the new position of Database Administra-

tor for the Conference.  Requirements for the posi-
tion are a bachelor’s degree and a minimum of two 
years experience in database administration, or an 
equivalent combination of educa-
tion and experience.  Anyone 
interested in applying for the po-
sition should e-mail his or her 
resume to Sam H. Smith at the 
following e-mail address:  
samhsmith@carolina.rr.com. 

Additional job opportunities can be found on the  

Western NC Conference website at  

www.wnccumc.org/nws/jobs.htm.  

 

AFRICA UNIVERSITY 

The latest issue of AU Today provides the broad 
view of the support of The United Methodist 
Church to Africa University and some results!  

See www.wnccumc.org/vsn/au2.htm 

 

 

 

 

LEADER TRAINING FOR “DISCIPLE” 

Come learn how to bring Disciple home to your congre-
gation.  Training will be offered in Asheville, NC on 

August 30th and 31st.  Disciple will be offered on the 

30th and Disciple 2,3 & 4 will be offered on the 31st.  

The initial Disciple is 34 weeks and the others are 32-
week studies. “Jesus in the Gospels” is scheduled for 

the 31st and examines the attractive, commanding, and 
morally compelling figure of Jesus in a 30-week study. 
Seminar registrations are $100 each, per person, per 
one-day course.  Register  online at  
www.Disciple.Cokesbury.com/Training or call  1-800-
251-8591.  Start with scripture…end with Community.  



New pastors and their families are welcomed to the Charlotte District at a hospitality  

dinner provided by the members of Moore’s Chapel UMC on July 19th. 

 

 

Hospitality in the Charlotte District 
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Bill Englebreth served as host pastor.  He and his wife, 
Judah Jones, provided musical entertainment and in-
spiration. Here they are dining with Dave Eggebeen, 
new pastor of Morningstar. 

Bob Samanski (new pastor, Oak Grove)  
and his wife Sheri. 

Brenda and Walter Pegues  
(Simpson-Gillespie). 

David Wyant (new pastor, Memorial UMC) and  
Eric Lanier (new assistant, Pineville). 

Lisa and Jim Humphries (Christ). Jim served as master  
of ceremonies and is president of the Clergy Fellowship. 

Michael (new associate pastor, Haw-
thorne Lane) and wife Kellie with 
Mary Allen Conforti (Davidson). 

John and Susan Heafner Heun (new pastor  
at Fairfield-Bethel in Denver). 

James Mackey (Kilgo), Melita Padilla (Calvary), Mark Larson 
(Meth. Counseling), Talbot Davis (Good Shepherd), and Ron 
Smith (University City) provided some interesting entertainment. 



Connectional Notes  
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Charlotte District 
Western NC Conference 
4108 Park Road, Suite 101 
Charlotte, NC 28209-2259 

Ofc: 704-525-3395  ·  Fax: 704-525-4238 
 

 

George E. Thompson, District Superintendent            
 DeEtta Rivens, Administrative Assistant 

Website: www.chardist.org 
E-mail:  chardist@bellsouth.net 

E-wnccnews 

 

Subscribe to e-wnccnews, the brief, weekly WNCC e-newsletter, with convenient ministry 
links.  Send your e-mail address to webministry@wnccumc.org with “e-news subscribe” 
in the subject line.  The Conference Center does not share this email list with anyone. 

 

Visit the Western NC Conference website 

http://www.wnccumc.org/min/ministries.htm 

to obtain information about the  

various ministries throughout our Conference. 

 

In search of various Conference publications 

visit http://www.wnccumc.org/pub/publications.htm 


