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Transform the World

Charlotte District

E -Connections

Imagine that as many as three thousand United Methodists of
the Charlotte District going forth into neighborhood, parks, and commu-
nities on the Saturday before Annual Conference in order to serve others
in the name of Jesus Christ. Imagine that this is not only a tradition and
" familiar practice in the life of many of our churches, particularly on each
.'-‘Saturday, but is indeed the vang
other Charlotte District United Methodist congregations that will sustain
this practice as one of the Holy habits of our denomination. Truly the
=“DNA of Methodism is captured in t
all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you can, in
every place you can, at all the times you can, with all the zeal you can,

as |l ong as you ever can. o I magin
our Charlotte District churches uniting together in this Wesleyan re-

j solve.
George Thompson

District Superintendent On June B we shall be joined by nearly 1,200 congregations
among the fifteen districts of our Annual Conference in this missional
objective. The Impact Community Event is not an inauthentic charade by which we seek medic
attention to an uncharacteristic day of community service. It is a catalyst for our churches to link
with on-going service opportunities in our communities as a witness to the love of Christ. Im-
pact Community Day is an evangelistic experienced. We want member to seek eut non
members and ne@hristian friends to join us in this activity of service.

A Charlotte District Task Force is currently compiling a list of service opportunities

such as the Mends Shelter, Urban Ministrie
and Dickson Hospice House, and many others. Robin Hill of Sharon UMC is coordinating the
task force. She is joined by Dwayne Campbe

UMC, Belmont, Angela Hollar of Ebenezer, Mount Holly, Andrew Brown of Hawthorne Lane,
Carol Shinn of Providence, Donna Pharr of Cokes bury, and Mark Barden of the WNC Confer-
ence Office.

The following website (www.impactcharlotte.org) is available containing a Charlotte
District listing for the Impact Community Event at which members of all our churches will be
encouraged to choose a ministry to perform and opportunity to purchase a specishitdor
this pivotal activity. A supply of Bhirts will be distributed by a coordinator at each service site.
The website will provide a description of the service opportunities, directions for driving to the
place of ministry, name of the coordinator of the task as this is updated, and contact informatior
for follow-up questions. Volunteers will be encouraged to carpool to these sites. The work ex-
periences will each be approximately five hours, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; so volunteers will want to
pack a light lunch.
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Impact Community (Continued from page 1)

By 3 p.m. all our volunteers from various destinations around the district will assemble at the America
Legion Memorial Stadium, adjacent to Charlottetown Avenue (East Independence Boulevard) and East S
enth Street. Memorial Stadium will be the place for a gigantic, joyful celebration with live musical entertain-
ment, a hot dog/hamburger cookout, and a festive gathering of as many as three thousand United Methoo
and their many friends.

The Task Force has not planned the minutia of this ambitious event, and we elicit your involvemer
and patrticipation in the planning; so, do not hesitate to contact any one of the members of the planning grc
listed here. The Charlotte District Office will be asking each church to provide some financial resource in ol
der to pay for such an illustrious event. But the agencies of ministry we shall visit will provide the essentic
working materials needed for each project, unless otherwise designated by the coordinator of the specific ta
We namely need willing and eager s@ulsnthusiastic volunteers, disciples, and servant leaders. We also neec
to start very consistent and continuous communication with our people untilunebet 6 s each
spire and recruit a plethora of responding volunteers who will sign onto this event via website linkage.

You will receive informational updaters in these intervening weeks as the special details for this man
moth event evolve.

Please help make the Impact Community Event to be a pivotal occasion by which many will truly
Arethink churcho by observing United Methodi smos
faithful obedience to Christ. The Evangeli st rel
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing g

May the Charlotte District earnestly pursue the direction of the Holy Spirit as thousands of us join ir
heart, hand, and voice.

Grace and peace,

George

George Thompson, Charlotte District Superintendent
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Around the District

District Superintendent as Consultant

If the WNC Annual Conference is to achieve its Power of Three goals and
objectives, its leadership cannot conduct business as usual. Bishop Larry Goodpa:s
ter is helping the Cabinet to explore the role of the superintendency and to examinge
more efficient and effective ways of conducting business. To this end, the Cabinet
took time in February to attend a retreat at the Franciscan Center in the Northeas
District under the direction of Rev. Janice Virtue and Russell Moxley who work
with the Reynolds Leadership Program. Over the past year members of the Cabine
have been studying the role of consultation. The curriculum of this retreat was the
work by Peter BlockFlawless Consulting: A Guide to Getting Your Expertise
Used.

During the coming years, our bishop encourages each district superinten-
dent to dedicate a portion of our schedule for the purpose of working with healthy churches that wish to rem
sion and clarify their mission. Since the disciplinary requirements of this role require specific tasks such ¢
Charge Conferences, leadership of essential committees, and consultation with all pastors; it is not possible
a superintendent to provide qualitative consultation to more than three churches per year.

Contact my office for an application form if your church would like to utilize my services for consulta-
tion in the 2012011 conference year.

Baptism at Grace with Anticipation of Resurrection Theme, March 21st

On the Fifth Sunday of Lent the gospel lesson from John the eleventh chapter carried ou
“the theme of new I ife at Grace UMC. The

was the theological backdrop for the entire service of worship. The church celebrated the
baptism of Jadiel Reade Juarez with his parents Christopher Juarez and Amanda Richarc
son. Carol Bradley, a member of the choir, was a very proud and grateful great

grandmother who rejoiced with all worshippers upon this sacred occasion. Rev. Sheila
Bishop conducted the service of baptism and preached on the theme of the gospel pa:s
sagd Jesusd power to bring |ife out of dea

I ———
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Around the District

New, More Spacious Location for Sanctuary UMC

It took less than a couple of years after launching Sanctuary UMC, our newest mission congregatic
the Charlotte District, for the new worshippers to outgrow their renovated space on York Center Drive, be
a carwash on South Tryon Street. The new location is 11301 Granited Jtretedff the busy intersection of |
77 and Westinghouse Boulevard. Average attendance has moved from a little over one hundred to ap
mately 350 per Sunday! The new spacious enviraon
offices, worship space that can accommodate to gathering around circular tables, kitchen facilities, and &
classroom space. Sanctuary UMC defines itself as a-puldtiral faith community that is transcending tradi-
tion, erasing boundaries and courageously committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ. The overt miss
the church is stated in three dimensidReaching Up- to God by conducting God honoring worshigeach-
ing Out - to otherswith love and compassioReaching In- to discoverand grow into the fullness and like-
ness of Jesus Christanctuary has a Theatrical & Arts Ministry, and during March the actors presented a p
entitled, fAMen Say Women Say," provoking much d

Your District Mission Society apportionment money has paid for utilities and rent at both the old ¢
new locations; but the leadership of the church is anticipating the time in the near future in which its mis
will be selfsustaining. The WNC Conference Office of Congregational Development reports that this newe:s
congregations is now meeting its projected benchmark financial goals. The whole Charlotte District joins ir
firming these brothers and sisters in Christ, as we continue in prayers of intercession and praise!

Yoh D

U
nctuarycharlone.oi&mm%‘

) + Reaching Out (15 pre

Reaching Up ( Reachi
* Reaching In {0z

Sanctuaryds displays its Wosshop. setting in Sanctua
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Around the District

Youth Sunday at Providence UMC

A highlight each year at Providence UMC is t
i nspired by Januaryds DLC presentation by Scott
mately seventfive youth participated in the February™8ervice by singing in the choir, serving as greeters,
ushers, liturgical dancers, liturgists, and proclaimers of the word. Scriptural texts related to the chosen the

One of the | iturgists read from the story of the
sis 15:1ff. Responsively the congregation was | €
my salvation; whom shoul d | fear?0 The gospel I

Jesus as he stood up to the threats of an evil Herod. A/fity ce yout h choir sang t
Light. o The Proclamation was provided by three
were presented by Jordan Arey, Michael Braxton, and David Gordon. Tim Boland sang the haunting words

solo entitled, AWho Am | ?0 ending with the words
with love and watch me rise again. Who am |? That the voice that calmed the sea, would call out through
rain, and calm the storm in me. Whom shall I f e:

tries at Providence, worked with the youth participants. Each year the high school seniors especially 100k f
ward to their opportunity to provide special leadership to this highticipated and welttended service of
worship.

Teresa Dunn (bottom right), Director of Youth Youth Choir at Providence assembling after

Ministry, Providence UMC, with youth before Youth Sunday worship.
service.

Olivia Rick-Liturgical dancet
Michael Braxton, who brought the Proclama- g

tion on Youth Sunday
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Around the District

Sanctuary Renovation at Dilworth UMC

As a result of a very generous legacy of several deceased members of Dilworth UMC and the work of a con-
scientious Building Committee, the Dilworth congregation celebrated the consecration of a renovated sanctuary an
edifice on February 28 Nearly all of the past year has been spent on this major construction project. A chair lift for
the new choir loft was installed. All the pews were removed for update and repair. The lighting was thoroughly up-
graded. Old carpet was removed and a carpet runner for the aisles was installed. A new sound system was provide
The masonry and stones of the exterior were repaired and sealed to prevent leakage. Beginning this month, the stor
work and stained glass restoration on the back of the sanctuary building will begin. Carla Powell, Tripp Beacham,
Mike Standley and Kurt Lovekamp served with distinction and vision on the Building Committee.

At the invitation of Pastor Ben Devoid, several former pastors and their spouses returned for this momentous
occasion. Bishop Tom Stockton and his wife Jean, Dr. Russell Montfort and his wife Ruth, Rev. Duke Ison and his
wife Vickie came to this historic event and participated in the worship, ritual of consecration, and festivities. The
t heme of worship was f#fAradical hospitality, o6 with Cha
sermon. The families of Beth Ballard, Flora Lee Bobbitt and Margaret Nabors were honored in an expression of grati-
tude. Robert (Bob) Pritcharavho has served as Dilworth's director of music since September 1998, took great pride in
the i mproved acoustics, and directed the Chancel Cho

Back in 1922 some Methodists decided they needed to expand and buy land on East Boulevard. James E
Duke, when asked to contribute to the building fund, agréed only if the church were built of stone. And so it was.

Mr. Duke gave $50,000, and the total cost was $250,000. In 1926 Dilworth Methodist Church moved into its new
sanctuary building. Not much has been done through the years to maintain the original stone structure. It was the si
for one of our Annual Conference sessions.

In 1941 the J.A. Jones Educational Building was completed to provide additional Sunday school rooms and a
fellowship hall. Mr. Jones was a church member and contributed substantially to its construction. Adjoining the build-
ing, beside the sanctuary, the Jones Prayer Chapel was built in memory of Maude Boren Jones. In 1940 Louie Ma
Langford started one of Charlotte's first kindergarten programs. In 1996 Dilworth United Methodist Church celebrated
its 100th birthday.

The consecration service on Februari 8&s indeed an act of appreciation for the many who have contrib-
uted to a profound legacy of faithfulness in the Dilworth community.

; . Kevin Siers is political cartoonist for the
; ; : . Director of Music: Robert . ;
Ben Devoid (Senior Pastor, Dilworth UMC); Charlotte Observer, here shown with his

Bishop Tom Stockton (former pastor) with wife, (BOE) Pritchard, smitl)ir)gh wife Jean.
Jean; Dr. Russell Montfort (former pastor) with &5 € 9azes _urrl)on a fnl? t
wife, Ruth; and former pastor and current sanctuary with carefully

Greensboro DS, Rev. Duke Ison. planned accustical im-
provements. Bob has

served as Dilworth's di-
rector of music since Sep-
tember 1998.

I
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Around the District

Charlotte District Lay Speakers Graduation

Throughout the fall season of Charge Conference, Charlotte District churches presented applications for th
annual Lay Speakers training, scheduled for the Monday nights of February. Betty Warner, serving as the Directo
helped recruit a strong team of laity and clergy for leading the classes. She also scheduled a time for sharing less
plans by those recruited to teach. The Graduation service at Grace UMC on Sunday, FeBrueay 28 exceptional
night of thanksgiving and connectional unity. District Lay Leader, Irma Ellwanger, put the evening in context by stat-

ing that these trained | eaders wild/l become visionar
taught by the following to novice students and those who were renewing their certification: John Harmeling of Myers
Park, who gave |l ast yearoés Laity Address at Lake Jun

Charlotte; and Liz Holdbrooks of Park Street, Belmont. The Advanced classes, reserved for those who have complet
the Basic, were led by the following clergy: Rev. Mark Andrews, First Belmont; Rev. Judi Hunt, Associate Pastor,

Matthews; Rev. Angela Pleasants, Central UMC.

Each set of classes was presented by the | eader
were greeted with cheers and applause. The Eucharist was led by Dr. George Thompson, and the time of worship v
concluded by the singing of fAaGo, Make of Al Discip

time of refreshments and class reunion.

|
)
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Lay Speakers Graduation event also provides a time
John Harmeling of Myers Park, who taught the basicfor class reunion. Pictured here is Rev. Judi Hunt of
training is here at the lecturn, Betty Warner, Director of Matthews UMC with her grateful class.

this year's school, is shown distributing certificates. Pic-

tured also are instructors Paul Milton, Mark Andrews,

and Charlotte District Lay Leader, Irma Ellwanger.

Charlie Rivens, Fredrick Bowman, and Emmanuel Yiadom support the
members of their church who were recognized for their participation in
the Lay Speaking Ministries training.
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Annual District Spring Seminar

2010 Spring Seminar at Myers Parkos <

This year ds Spr i-8gvasSteniirsnia these ddeen gehrs with a specialized &heme
Cooperative Ministry. Our guest was Jerry D. Chapman, authol @jether We Can: Twelve Ways to Start and
Strengthen Cooperative Parish Ministries.Jerry proved to be as affable and winsome as he had been described by his
friend Bishop Larry Goodpaster, who recommended him for this presentation. Jerry brought to the Seminar decades
experience in which he has served as a pastoral leader of a cooperative parish in the Mississippi Conference. He 1
lives in Ocean Springs in his home state but travels widely to share insights into his experience with a successful pract
of cooperative ministry.

Representatives from nineteen of our churches came to learn about how congregations can become stron
through sharing a cooperative mission. Rev. Chapmand
effectively when a cluster of congregations settle upon a mission to the community that no one church is able to fulfi
By sharing resources, leadership, and a passion for faithfulness a cooperative ministry can accomplish great things. J
illustrated from a variety of successful programs around the nation. His insights were practical and inspiring.

In this period following the Seminar, all our churches are challenged by Charlotte District Superintenden
George Thompson to explore ways in which a large mission may be embraced by cooperative relationships. Throu
cooperative ministry, large congregations with abundant resources can reach out to smaller ones in order to deve
multi-racial, multicultural experiences. Programs of Christian education can be developed by clusters of cooperativ
churches in ways that could never be achieved by ministry in isolation.

Pastors of the Charlotte District are encouraged to report to their superintendent their efforts to achieve pattel
of cooperative ministry as a result of this challenging seminar. We shall invite Jerry Chapman back to the district in la
fall as a consultant to specific projects. Preparation for this exciting opportunity can be a breakthrough for several of c
struggling, small churches and an invitation to connectional strength by larger, resourceful congregations.

o 8 9 A
Jerry Chapman, 2010 Spring Seminar Instructor

g

s
\ b
BR

Jerry Chapman giving special advice to guests from Car-
raway UMC, a Cooperative Parish in Greensboro.
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Annual District Spring Seminar (continued)

Rev. Paul Milton and Louretta Howze of St. Mark's, Char-
lotte, and Rev. Peggy Bridgers of Commonwealth.

—~ —

Daniel Khang and Ge Lee, leaders of First Hmong, in at-
tendance at the Spring Seminar.

Lake Norman District cluster of pastors attending the Semi-
nar: Rev. Jim Humphries, Christ UMC; Rev. Alexis Coleman,
Homestead UMC; and Rev. Madeline Gray, Thirift.

Xia Her, member of First H;ng, and Syvany Om, member of t. John's UMC in attendance at the Spring Seminar.
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Around the District

A Journey to Hope at St. Markés UMC,

As part of the concept, fiRet hink Church, o the con:
pilgrimage by pursuing the worship theme, AA Journey
from Mark 10:35440t he story of James and John wanting ascende
admonition, AWhoever wants to be great must be your s
of all. o Rev. Morgan applied the text to the invitat:i
gaged in humble service i ndptuhte iwagr itchues nmeiendiss torfi eost hoefr
drendéds sermon carried out this theme as well as the
journey of Lent, the worship ser vimideansrkeston tietlourney afiHépé:s h

relationships, selésteem, work, temptation, money, suffering, communion (Maundy Thursday), and cross (Good Fri-
day).

Rev. Caren Bigelow Morgan with Jeanne Dibble who Pat Luckel, Chair of Finance Committee at St. Mark's
coordinates much of the art work related to the sanctu- of Belmont, with her mother Pat Luckel Sorensen .
ary at St. Mark's.

Rev. Caren Bigelow Morgan with church Lay Leader, John Weant.

I ————— — ——
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